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Mongſt thoſe many Arts, by which. the Man of Sin 


hath advanced himſelf into the Place of God, this is 
none of the leaſt, That though his whole Doctrine, 
and eſpecially. his Diſcipline is to the Complex an 
> Pm Syſteme of it, be but a blaſphemous "Innovation, i be 

ſtill retains the ancient Names, and fits #hent unto bis v ; 


k 


Orders: Thus be keeps the magnificent Stils of 4 Church. be . 
| pretends great Rewerence to the Scriptures, be calls his Officers Þ 
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Tofths Header. 


: gan; Deacans;. and if aug be ſo. bold. 4 to quarrel with 
bs Ceremonies, he hides. the B forwity of all, under the ſpecious 
0 bDereney and Order: By which means be Het Am 
. be. ſerves #0 be flited M tert 46. neasking big: Juiquity ad 
tanical Depths e beigen ind Holy (ober, e the 
= and Ignorant are eaſily enſnared into ks en 
- What ii the Fractice of the Popes, in Religious, that 1 find to have 
Feen the Uſage of the Roman Emperours, in Civil Affairs ; who, 
#bough they did arrogate the ſole Power to themſelves, yet to charm and 
_ aict the Multitude, and to make. them by degrees to forget ibeir 
- they left them @f «int ſhadow of it, ard did preſerap, /4ith 
| Aber Kaden Magziſtratunm vocabula, i. e. The ſame Titles 
> of Meerut which they .were accuſtomed. to in their Times of 42 
mmon-wealth: In this, as well as in his Laws, and greateſt part 
of his Government, hath the. Pope. made an Image of that Beaſt, 
d aud by retaining Eadem vocabula, 'the vid 8 he hath made bis : 
oe devilih Inventions, at firſt to be peaceably received, and ſince 
| (ſo great is the power of Cuſtoxe and Prejudice) Py pats of the 
ö Mond. to be Inviolably and-iReligionſly | eds + 
But that Myſter # nom Unvailed ; Aud 1 429-9 . any 2 
| Tonerant, but is ready to ſmile at thoſe Texts ; Peter, ThavePrayed 
1 Er thee, that thy Faith fail not; and Peter, Feed my — 
wben he hears them applyed, to ſupport the Popes Infallibility and 
= = Supremacy m— - ho i art ng o peas the 2 | 
4 how plein an 0 Stile of - them is, ar Ve 
2 -all Phe 22 ho labour to mreſt and torte rem; 
Leuannot euſtly be induced 10. believe, hu tht Biſhop of RomE, who, 1 
| mever\nontroved, \howlal be; rſt Peter's, and then Chriſt's Succeſſour; 
Aud not rather vh#bv62 ve, who fits in the Temple o? Church 
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* 


* 5 j ” 
= * 4 
8 1 
o 


«iterly.to deſtroy". on 5p GT 
But there is another Myſtery, of almoſt as fatal and perwicions 


| Rewerence aud Honour is, unto the other. © 1 


In this, as I have bad my ſelf, ſo I doubt not but every ingenious 2M 

| Reader will likewiſe receive, Satisfa#ion ; at leaſt this Advantage. 
ruſt needs be gained, That theſe who have hard Thoughts of the _ ? 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and load it with bitter Inveives, as if it 
were utterly inconſiſtent with the Civil Peace, by peru ing of this 
they will find their -Erronr, and be bronght to 625 f Le, there 
can be no laſting and ſolid Peace, until that Government be et- 
bliſhed 5 becauſe the Foundation of it is nothing elſe but Righ= * ® 
teouſueſs : He that loves his Neighbour as himſelf, who dares AM 
not wrong his own Fleſh, or Injure any who bears his Makers | 
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Image, is already « Subject of Chriſts Kingdom ; | 


See Mark 12. and whoever have entertained any other Notion of 


it, do not Rnow either what they Pray for, \when 
+. Fhey ſay, Thy Kingdom come, or what they 
Io \* ſpeak againſt, when they Reproach and Vilife it. 
When Men of the Earth have conſulted and employed their utmoſt 


295 Tz. | 
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Rage, yet Chriſt is KING indeed; and here is laid down a brief 


Idea and Platform of his Government And happy are they, 

who having already in Spirit ſubmitted unto the Empire of this | 
King, do wait by Faith and Patience, till he doth haſte to accom- 
pliſh the Promiſe of his Coming, when the Yoke of Oppreſſors 
ſhall ntterly be removed, and we ſhall Serve Him without 
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© CHAP. I. | 5 
Of the Original and firſt Inſtitution of Magiſtracy. © 
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herefore were the 


be bis 


| The Sanbedricn 
Gen. 49, 3. A Catalogue of the Patriarchs both before 27 7 weze che- 
and after the Flood, is recorded Gen. 5. and x0 Chap» Numb. —_ 3 
ters. It was to the Elders or Patriarchs that Moſes and Whew theu knoweft ** 


Aaron addreſt, when they came to conduct the 1/raelites #o be Elders. 
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— Author thereof we read Gen. 10. 


Noahs third - 


perſecutions, 
_ oppreſſions, 
aud tyranny, 0 tight of Rule, having fordidly ſold the ſame, Gen. 25, 


10 8, 9, 10. 


5 Adminiſtrator | 
and direct them in their Truſts. ' The Iaſtitution ofthe Rule by Judges, 
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Zz Myſtery of Mapiftracy unvailed. 


PEST a 
, 8, 9, to. And Nimrod - 
(a) Nimrod (a) the fon of Cuſh, ' the ſon o (b) am, began tobe 2 
1 (c) mighty one in the earth, he was a mighty Fd) banrer 
{b) Chonwas (e) before the LORD ; and the 6:3inning of his Kingdom 
was Babel; Who was the fiſt that we read of that erected 
ſon, ia whom Monalcbicil Government, Mlich Av 2s about? 720 Years after 
was no right the Flood, the foundation of the Arias Monarchy, 


Fl : 5 | | 2 4 2 0 

* 4 whoſe pattern the reft of the Nations took in their Go- 

Servituds - Yernments 9 arbitrary and eee in it: Nature 
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(c) Amighty and Conſtitution) whereef bis have\an account, Judge: 
one,orGyant. 9. and 1 Sam. 8. In imitation- of whom;*.the poſterity 


(d) Hunting of Eſau ſet up their Kings, Gen. 36. 31. And theſe are the 


f Men b | 
— Kings that reigned in the Land of Eſau, before there reigned 
any Kings in Iſrael. Though prophane Eſe# had in him 


„ and 34. Heb. Tz. 16. This was the pattern ttrat Ifrael alſo 
took, when they would ſet up a King like the Nations, to 


or without 


Fear of God, the rejecting of God, and bringing a plague and curſe 
Ses An. upon themſelves, x Sam. 83. eie 
Annotat. Gen. The ſecond fort of Rule and Governme t We read of 
in Scripture, were Judges and Rulers ;. which upon the 
giving of the written Law, God appointed to bg the 
s thereof, with Rules and Directions to call'them into, 


Deut. 16. 18. Exod, 18.21, 22. Numb. 11. 14, &c. Tndges/and Officer 
ſhalt thow make in all thy. G tes, and they ſhall Judge the Peop e with : juſt 
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Fudgment, Deut. 16. 18. 
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ele Rulers were of two forts, Superivar and Iwferiour. Tho Fefe 
. was a Judge with a Supream Council. The tafeziour.; were the 


I, Superiour, 
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ws and Officers chat were appointed im every Gum 
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r, untOarled,” *' © 
1. Superiour. And they ſhall bear the burden of the People Wink 
| thee, that thou bear it not alone thy ſelf, Numb: 11, 16, 17. Spoken E. 
of the 70. who were appointed as helps to the Judge in Government. 
The Judge was chief of the Council, and General of the Army, called 
therefore ſometimes King, Deut. 33. 5. who were principally to tranſart 
in the affairs of State, to teach the People the Ordinances and Laws, 
Exod, 18, 20. To appoint and overſee the under Judges and Offices, 
Deut. 16,18, Exed 18. 21. To hear Appeals and judge im difficult Caſes, 
Exod, 18, 22. Deut. 17. 8, 9. | J 
2. Inferiour, Such ſhall be Rulers of Thouſands, Hundreds, agd 
Tens, and let them Judge the People at all Seaſons ; the hard Caufes Þ 
they ſhall bring to thee, but the ſmaller Matters they ſhall Judge, 
Exod, 18. 21, 26. Which Government continued from Aer till Same, } 
about 45 Years, as Acts 13. 20. There was no great difference betw igt 
3 King of Gods approving, and a Judge, there being but one Law and 
Adminiſtration thereof to both, Deut. 17. 18, 19, 20, _ 
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Of the Qualifications required in the Fudge o/ Ruler. 
5 1 ccc 
= Law of God required theſe following Qualifications and 
Properties in the Rulers: * r 
1. To be wiſe, able, underſtanding Men, not Children, Weak, 
Ignorant, or Fools. eee 27 
Moreover, thou ſhalt provide of all the Papple able Men, Exod:#8, 1 
21. Take ye wiſe and underſtanding Men, and I will make them 
Rulers, Deut. 1. 13. Set Magiſtrates and Judges which may Judge the 
People, ſuch as know the Laws of thy God, Exod. , 25. 3 1 
2. To be Men well known among their Brethren, not Aliens, r 
And known amongſt your Tribes, and I will make them Rulers cer 
you. Sol took the chief of your Tribes, wife Men, and known;-wnd . 
made them Heads over you, Deut. 1. 13, 15. Two hundred und fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous 1 the Congtegation. Nims. 181 8. 
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1 : ' The Myflery ef Magiftracy unvailed. "9 
=. Moreover in Jeruſalem did Fehoſhaphar ſer of the chief of the Fathers 
bol Iſrael, for the Judgment of the LORD, and for Controverſies, 
7 2 Chron, 19. One from amongſt thy Brethren :. Thou mayeſt not ſer 
a Stranger over thee. "7: TRIM v 
3. To be juſt. Men, Men of Truth, fearing GOD; and hating 

Covetouſneſs, not Wicked, Unjuſt, Falſe, Deceitful, Covetous, Proud, 
The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his Word was in my 
4 Tongue. The Lord God of 7/rae/ ſaid, the Rock of 7/ael ſpake to 
me, he that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God, 
F ' > Sam,23.2, 3. Men of Truth, fearing God, hating Covetouſnefs, 

Exod. 18. Eh. ; | | | 
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Of ibe Eleors who were to apply the foreſaid Qualifications in the choice of 
. Rulers, and the manner of Election. Le 
| He Law of God required not only due Qualifications in the Ruler, 
. butan orderly call by ſuch who had Right ſo to do: None being 
to take that Honour upon himſelf, but he that was called, Heb, 5. 4. 
And that, Whoever Honoured himſelf, his Honour was nothing, 
» Fobn 8, 54. Therefore to avoid Ambition and Uſurpation on the one 
hand, and Confuſion and Diſorder on the other, the Lord appointed 
-, {ome to chooſe, others to confirm the Perſons chaſen ; and alſo ſomes 
thing as to the manner of the choice. "> 5 
II. The Perſons chooſing, were to be their Brethren, the People 
_ . Dver whom they were to Rule, and that either in their own Perſons, 
or by their Elders and Deputies. Take you wiſe Men, and known 
amongſt your Tribes, one from amongſt thy Brethren: thou mayeſt 
not ſet a Stranger over thee, Deut. 13. 17. Their Nobles ſhall be of 
themſelves, and their Governour ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, 
Fer. 30. 21. And the Elders of Gilead laid, come and be our Captain: 
Then Jepbtbhal. went with. the Elders, and the People made him Captan, 
Jug. 11. 6, 11. And all the Men of Sechem gathered together, and 
dae Aimelgch King, Fudg. 9. 6: And the Men of Judab made Dope 


2 2 
1 * 


r 
Can * „ 


King, 2 Sam: 2. 4. The People made Saul King, 1 Sam. 11, 15. N ay: 
but whom God and this People, and all the Men of Hrael chooſe; his 
will I be, and with him will I abide, 2 Sam. 16.18. Which wholeſome 
Order when any went to Invert, and to thruſt . themſelves upon a ? 
People, and by Fraud or Force to Uſurp the Rule, they became Ty © 1 
rants, and were ſaid to take to themſelves Horns by their own Strength, 3 
Amos 6, 13. and to poſſeſs that which was not theirs. OT ol 
2, The Manner of their Elections were ſometimes by Prov. 6.33. 
Vote, moſtly by Lot, wherein the Lord alſo was called 


into the choice, which was much their way of Deciſion in all doubtful 
| Caſes, Numb, 17. Numb. 3 3. 54+ Fol. 7. 14. The 70 Elders were fo. 
choſen, Elded and Medad were of them that were written, Namb.11.26, 

Saul was choſen by Lot, though Anointed befors, x Sam, 10, 1, &c. 
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Of the Dignity of the Office? EE... 


T Hat this Ordinance of God might work more effectually to ts 
holy ends he had deſign'd it, he was pleaſed to ſtamp his Image 
and Superſcription upon it, as appears by the Titles following, vis. 
FR 1. From their Adminiſtcing in Gods Ordinance, call'd Gods Mini- 
ers: | 5 a | E > A 4 : 8 5 I, MH o 7 
He is the Miniſter of God to thee for good. He is the Miniſter ß 
God, a Revenget to execute Wrath upon him that doth evil, Rem, x3. 4. 
| hr are Gods Miniſters attending continually upon this very thing, 
Perf. 6. | | ; . 
2 From their declaring Gods Word- upon the Throne, and diftris 
buting Gods Attributes of Judgment, Juſtice, and Mer call'd Gods. 
Thdu ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruß F of thy People. 
Exod, 22. 28. Is it not Written in your Law, I ſaid you are Gods? © 4 
Ik he con * _ 1 the 3 on 2 J 8 . lf 
- 24, 35. Ged ſtandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty, and Judgemn 
e the Gods, Pſa), 82. 1. I have ſaid you AC de a0 Stof.. 1 
you Children of the moſt. High, P/al. 82. 6. Therefore the Rules 
Throne is call d Gods Throne: =_ Solomon fate upon the T 4 
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*£ ;* " The 2 7. Magiftracy 5 coat. | 
SJ ; ef the Lord, 1 Chron. 29. 23. And the Judgment is . of 
© God, Deut. 1. 17, And Feboſhaphas ſaid ro the Judges, Take heed 
_— what you do, for you Judge not for Man, bur for the Lord, who is 
with you in the Judgment. 2 Chron. 19. 6. And he ſet the chief of 
4 the Fathers for the judgment of the Lord, -Verſ. 8. Therefore it was 
ſaid chat they that reliſted Gods Rulers, _reiiſted God, Rom. 13. 2, 
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en AP. vi, 
Of the Rulers Duty to Enable him to the Office. 


. O read and converſe much in the Book of the Law. 
THEE And it ſhall be when he ſitteth upon the Throne, that he 
_ ſhall Write him a Copy of this Law in a Bock, and it ſhall be with him, 
and he mall read therein all the Days of his Life, that he mzy learn to 
| fear the Lord his God, to keep all the Words of this Law, and theſe 
Srtatutes, to do them, that his Heart be not liſted up above his Brethren, 
and that he turn not aſide from the Commandments, to the right hand 
or to the leſt, Deut. x7.18,19, 20. Set Magiſtrates and Judges which 
may Judge all the People, ſuch as know the Laws of thy God, Exra 7. 25. 
And they brought forth the Kings Son, and put the Crown upon his 
= Head, and gave him the Teſtimony, 2 Kings 11.12, Therefore David 
= was ſaid coprevent thedawning of the Morning, (Thal. 119. 147, 148. ) 
and Night Watches, that he might Meditate i inthe Law, He called it, 
The rejoycing of his Heart, Yer/. 111. His portion and inheritance 
for ever; which he loved above Gold, yea more than much fine Gold, 
Ferſ. 127. and that his Heart ſtood in awe of the Word, and did not 
forget the Law, Ferſ. 169, And therefore it was ſaid, He had more 
underſtanding than his Teachers, or the Ancients, Verf. 99, 100. The 
: Holy, 75 —5 being able to make wite, and throughly to furniſh to 
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ESI Wi it upon God for the Spirit of Rule and Government, which 


| E yas promiſed and given to Rulet:. us 
rand Iwill take the Spitit which. is upon these, and put upon them, 


bt f hall bear the — = these; And he took of the Spirit 
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that was upon him, and gave it to che 70. And when the Spirit reſted _Þx 
upon them. they propheſied; Numb 11. 17, 27. And the- Lord ſaidd 
unto Moſes, Take thee Jeſhua the Son of Nun, a Man in whom is the 
Spirit; and lay thy hand. upon bim: And thou ſhalt put ſome of thine 
Honour upon him, that all the Congregation of the Children of Iſrael 
may be Obedient. Numb. 27. 18. 20, 21. And Joſhua the Son of Nun . |} 
was full of the Spirit of Wiſdom, for Moſes had laid his hands upon him, 
and the Children of 1/rae} hearkned unto him, Deut. 34. 9. And the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon Otbsiel, and he Judged rae, and went 
out to War, Judg. 2. 9, 10. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon Sampſon, Judg. 14. 6. And all Jrael from Dan to Beerſpeba knew 1 
that Samuel was eſtabliſhed, x Sam. 3. 20. And the Spitit of the Lord 
will come upon thee, and thou ſhalt be turned into another Man. And 
it was ſo, that having turned his back, God gave him another Heart. 
And the Spirit of God came upon him, and he propheſied amongſt =. 
them, 1 Sam. 10. 6, 9, 10. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward; but the Spirit cf the Lord departed from 
Saul, &c. 1 Jam. 16. 13, 14. And a Spirit of Judgment to him that 


* 


ſnteth in Judgment, 1/#. 28, 5, 6. 
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Of the Rulers Duty ( in general) in the diſcharge of bis Truft, wherein 
Government principally conſiftls, 2; -.--* 41,75 0%" 
1, TO Encourage the Good and Virtuous.” For Rulers are not a 


1  Terrour to the good Works, but to the Evil: Wilt thou not be 
afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe: 
of the ſame, Rom. 13, 3, He that loveth pureneſs of Heart, for the 
grece of his Lips. the King ſhall be his Friend, Prov, 22. 11. Righteous: I 
Lips are the delight of Kings, and they love him that ſpeaketh righe,: 
Prov. 16. 13. Or unto Governours as unto them that are ſent by him 
| * the puniſhment of Evil-doers, and the praiſe of them that do well., 
T Pet. 2. 14. | | F <4. I 
2. To ſuppreſs and puniſh the Evil-doer, I put on Righteouſneſs, and 
3 oloathed me; my Judgment was a Robe, and a Diadem, Job 2 1 
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14 de Myſtery of Magiſtracy vn vailed. 
nd if there come a controverſie betwixt Men, and they come to 
Judgment; then ſhalt thou juſtige the Righteous, - and condemn the 
Wi.ked, Deut. 25. 1. But if thou doſt that which is Evil, be afraid, 
for he beareth not the Sword in vain : For he is a Minifter of God, a 
Revenger to execute Wrath upon him thatdoth Evil, Rem. 13. 4, Awiſe 
_ King ſcattereth the Wicked, and bringeth the wheel over him, Prov.20.26. 
A King ſitting in- the Throne of judgment, ſcattereth away all Evil 
with his Eyes, Prov. 20.8. And J brake the jaws of the Wicked, and 
pluckt the ſpoil out of his Teeth, Fob 29. 17. Keep ye far from a falſe 
matter, and the Innocent and the Righteous ſlay thou not, for I will 
not juſtifie the Wicked, Exod 23. 7. He that juſtifieth the Wicked, and 
he that condemneth the juſt, are both ay Abomination to the Lord, 
Prov, Fa 15. Theſe things alſo belong to the Wiſe : It is not good to 
have reſpect to perſons in Judgment. He that ſaith to the Wicked, thou 
art Righteous, him ſhall the people cutſe, Nations ſhall abhor him; but 
unto them that rebuke him, ſhallbe Delight, and a good Ble ſſing-ſhall 
come upon them, Prov, 24. 23 24, 25. e 
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| 7 the Rulers Duty in particular, as to the manner of the Diſcharge of his 
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3&2 Nr in the fear of God. Thus ſhalt thou do in the fear 

ot the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect Heart. Deal 
couragiouſſy, and the Lord ſhall be with you, 2 chron. 19. 11, Ye 
mall not be afraid of the face of Man, for the Judgment is Gods, Deut. 


1.17. | | | | | . 
2. Juſtly and Righteouſly. Wherefore let the fear of the Lord be 
upon you, take heed, and do it: for there is no Iniquity with the Lord, 
nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts, 2 Cbron. 19. 7. Judges and 
= Officers ſhaltthou make in all thy Gates, and they hall] udge the people 
with juſt Judgment, Dear. 16, 18. That which is altogether. juſt ſhalt 
thou do, Verſ. 20. Hear the cauſes between your Brethren, and judge 
righteouſly between every Man and his Brother, and the Stranger that 
is with him, Deut. 1. 16. You ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, 
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: The Myſtery of Mapgiſtracy unvailed, *  . us MW 
in Mete yard, Weight, or Meaſure. Juſt Ballances, Weights, and 
Meaſures, a juſt Epha and Hin ſhalt thou have, Levit. 19. 35, 326. I © M8 
put on Righteouſneſs, and it cloathed me: my Judgment was a Robe 
and a Diadem, Fob 29 x4. Not pervert Judgment, Deus. 24, 17. nor 
wrelt it, Exod, 23.6. Deut. 16. 19, 20. 3 


* 


3. Impartially. Thou ſhalt do no unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, nor 
reſpec the perſon of the poor, nor honour the perſon ofthe mighty; 
but in Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou Judge thy Neighbour, Levit. 19. 15. 
You ſhall not reſpect perſons in Judgment, but you ſhall hear the ſmall 
as well as the great, you ſhall not be. afraid of the face of Man; for che 
Judgment is Gods, Deut. 1. 17. God accepteth not the perſons of Princes, 
nor regardeth the Rich, Fob 34. 19. i 5 
4. Meroifully. Mercy and Truth preſerves the King, and his Throne | 
is upheld by Mercy, ( Prev. 20. 28.) And therefore David ſaid, He 
would ſing of Mercy and Judgment, P/al. 101. 1. Defend the Poor 
and the Fatherleſs, do Juſtice to the Afflicted and Needy, - Pfſal. 82: 32 
ill The Kings ſtrength doth love Judgment, thou doſt eſtabliſh Equity, thuu 
I executeſt Judgment and Righteouſneſs in Facob, Pſal. go.. Forbear not © 
co deliver them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe that ure ready to 
be ſhin, Prov. 24. 11. He Judged the Cauſe: of the poor and need y, 
then it was well with him; was not this to know me? ſaith the Lord, 
Fer. 22. 16. I delivered the poor that cryed, and the Fatherleſs, and | 
him that had no helper, The bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh, _ ? 
came upon me, and Icauſed the Widowy heart te ſing for joy. I was 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame, I was a Father to the 
poor, and the cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out; Fob 29, 12, 3 
25. 16. 3 3 . "a 
F. Equitably, All things whatſoever that you would that Men ſhòöuld 
do unto you, do the ſame unto them; - for this is the Law and tbke 
Prophets, Maltb. 7, 12. Our Law judges no Man before it hear him, 
and know what he doth, Jobn 7. 51. Forall manner oftreſpaſs, whether 
it be for Ox ot for Als, for Sheep, for Raiment, or for any; manner of ? 
| loſt thirſg which another challengeth to be his, the Cauſe of both parties 
i ſhall come before the Judges, C. If a Man deliver unto his Neighbour, #3 
an Ox or an Aſs, &. and it die, and be hurt or driven away, no Man 
leeing it; then ſhall an Oath of the Lord be between both parties, 
Exod. 22. 9, 20,11, The Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. 
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_ 3 , The Myfery of Miyifracy-unwatled, 
. T ruly.- One Witneis ſhall not rife up againſt a Man for any Iniquity 
or for any Sin that he ſinneth; at the Mouth of two Wirneiles, or a: 
the Mouth of three Witneſſes ſhall every Word be eſtabliſhed, Deut, 19.178. 
At the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes ſhall he that is worthy of 
Death be put to Death, but at the Mouth of one Witheſs, he ſhall not 
be put to Death; the hands of the Witneſſes ſhall be firſt upon him to 
put him to Death, Deut. 17. 6, | > 1 EY 
7. Warrantably according to Law, net Arbitrarily, Accdrding to 
tke Sentence of the Law, and according to the Judgment they ſhall tel] 
thee, ſhalt thou do. Thou ſhaltnot turn aſide from the Commandment 
to the right hand, or to the left, Deut. 17. 11, 20. * 
8. Uncorruptly, with- holding the hands from Bribes. And thou 
Malt take no Gift, for a Gift blindeth the Eyes, and perverteth the 
* words of the Righteous, Exod. 23. 8. Thou ſhalt not reſpect perſons, nor 
take à Gift, for it blinds the Eyes, Deut. 16. 19. The King by Judgment 
=. eſtabliſhech the Land, but he that receivech Gifts overthroweth it, 
Prov. 29. 4. Her Rulers with ſhame do love, Give ye, Hof 4.18, Thy 
Princes are Rebellious, and companions of Thieves; every one loveth 
Gifts, and followeth after Rewards; therefore thus faith the Lord, the 
Lord of Hoſts, the Mighty One of 1/rae/, Ah, I will eaſe me of my 
E _ Adverfaries,and avenge me of mine Enemies, 1/2.1.23. Wo unto them 
= - whojuſtifie the Wicked for Reward, and take away the Righteouſneſs 
of the Righteous from him, I/. 5. 23. Fire ſhall conſume the Taber- 
| nacle of Bribery, Fob 15. 34. And Samuels two Sons walked not in his 
Ways, but turned aſide after Lucre, and took Bri2es, and perverted 
Judgment, 1 Sam. 8.3. -They afflict the Juſt, they take a Bribe, and 
turn aſide the poor in the Gate, from their Right, Ames J. 12. He 
that deſpiſeth the gain of Oppteſſion, and ſhaketh his hands from the 
-- Holding of Bribes, he ſhall dwell on high, 1/2. 33. bp. 
9. Humbly. And he ſhall read in the Law all the Days of his Life, 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, &c. That his Heart be 
not lifced up above his Brethren, Deut. 17. 19, 20. Snalt thou reign 
becauſe thou cloſeſt thy ſelf in Cedar? did not thy Father eat and 
dt ink, and do Juſtice and Judgment, and then it was well wich him? 
Fer. 22. 15. But he ſhall not multiply Horſes, nor Mules unto himſelf, 
Dent. 17. 16, 17. And I will puniſh che Princes, and Kings Children, 
_ + and alFthat are cloathed wich ſtrange Apparel, Zepb. 1. 8. And the 
King (aid, Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the Houſe of the 
— ; TT: _- t Kingdom, 
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: Majeſty? Whilſt the word was in his Mouth, the voice came from 3 
ment, and thoſe that walk in pride he'is able to abaſe, Verſe 37. But 


Kingdom, by the might of my Power, and for the Honour of my * 
Heaven againſt him, and he was driven from Man, and did eat Grafs 
as che Oxen, Dan. 4. 30, 31. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praiſe *and extol 
the King of Heaven, all whoſe Works are Truth, and his Ways Judg- 
when bis Heart wns lifted up, and his Mind hardened in pride, he wass 
depoſed from his Kingly Throne, and they took his Glory from him: 
And thou his Son haſt not humbled thy Heart, though thou knoweſt _Þ 
all this, Dan, g: 2 And Herod was arrayed in Royal-Apparet,. A 
and ſitting upon his Throne made an Oration ; and the people gave a 
ſhout, ſaying, It is the voice of a God, and not of a Man, and im- 
mediately the Angel of the Lord ſmote him, becauſe he gave not Gd 
the Glory, and he was eaten of Worms, and gave up the Ghoſt, 
-NG6 3%. , | 5 __ Rs <> 
19, To ſtand far off from Violence and Oppreffion:' Wo to them 
that deviſe Iniquity, and work Evil upon theit Beds ;, when the Mornin ou 
is come, they practiſe it, becauſe it is in the power of their hands: And 
they covet Fields; and take them by violence; and Houſes, and tag 
them away; ſo they oppreſs a Man and his Houſe, a Man and His 
Heritage, Mici 2. 1, 2. Thus faith the Lord, execute Judgment, ne?? 
Mercy. and Compaſſion every Man to his Brother; oppreſs not tie 
Widow, nor the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, nor the Poor, Zech. 7. 9, 16. 
I have not taken one Aſs from them, neither have I hurt one of them, 
Numb. 16. 15. Behold, here I am, Witneſs againſt me this day before = 
the Lord: wheſe Ox or Aſs have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? _Þ 
whom have I oppreſſed ? or of whoſe hand have I received any Bribe 
to blind my Eyes? I will reſtore it, 1 Sam. 12 3. And they ſaid, thou _ 
+ haſt not defrauded nor oppreſſed us, nor taken ought of any Mans hand, 
Verſ. 4. Rob not the poor becauſe he is poor, neither opprels tte 
afflicted in the Gate, Prov. 22. 22, Hear this Word ye Kine 4 
Baſhan, which opprefs the poor, and cruſh the needy: the Lord tag = 
ſworn by his Holinefs, that be will take you away with hooks, and our 
poſterity with fiſh-hooks, Amos 4. 1. 2. The Prince that wanteth un- 
derſtanding, is a great oppreſſor, &c. but he that hateth coyvetbuſneſe 
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& ſhall prolong his days, Prov. 28. 16. The Lord by the' Prophet Sama 
ſet the Oppreſſion of the Kings of the Nations, as an Argument eg 
deter them from that Government, 1 Sam. 8, T Will be a ſwift Witneſ — 
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againſt LE 2 — the Hiteling, Widow, and ratherleb. a: 

cura the Stranger from his Right, Mal. 3. 5. — are Gods 
Ser rnutt ſor good, not hurt, Ras. 13. 4. 

Jr. To attend diligently and conftantly upon his Truſt, And 13 
them Judge the People at all Seaſons, Exod. 18. 22. He that Ruleth 
with diligence, Rom. 12. 8. For this cauſe pay we Tribute alſo, for 
they are Gods Minifiers, ajondivg continually. _ this "ey _ 


_ 13. 6. 
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nA. IX. 
of the: Peoples Daty 10 their Magiſtrates, in the Roles flowing; 


3 0 yield ſubjection and Obedience to them, with Reverence 
and Fear. Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers; lor 
there 1 is no power but ol God: the powers that be, are ordained of 
God, Rem. 13. 1. He is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil; wherefore you muſt needs be ſubjeR,. 
not only for Wrath, but Conſcience ſake, Verſ. 4. Put them in mind 
to be ſubject to 1 and Powers, to obey. Magiraces,, to be 
ready to every go Titus 3-1. . Submit your felves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lords fake, 0 For ſo is the Will of God, that 
with well doing we put to ſilence the ignorance of ungodly Men. Fear 
God, Honour the King, x Pet. 3. £3, 14, 15, 1). 
2. To pay them Tribute. For this cauſe pay you Tribute alfo, for : 
they are, Gods Miniſters, attending continually upon this very thing, | 
| Re. 13.6. , Render therefore: to all their dues ; Tribute, to whom 
Tribute ; Eultom, co whom Cuſtom; Fear, to whom Fear; r 
10 Whem Honour, Rom. 13. 7. 

To Pray and give Thanks for them. I exhort therefore that firſt 
Mal All Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Tl ank, be 
made for all Men, kor Kings, and all that are in Authority, that we may 
lead a quiet, and peaceable Life, in Godlineſs and Honeſty; or this is 
| toad. and acceptable in the ight of God our Saviour 1 Tim 2. 1, 2, 3. 
48. Nat to curſe, revile, or {peak evil of the Ruler. Thou Malt noe - 
E n il of the Fe ol thy Feopla A= 23. 5. Thon ſhale no: 
. | revile 
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revile the Gods, nor ſpeak Sig the Rulers of thy People, Exod.22.28. *' "IM 
Curſe wo won 4 nat in thine Heart, and curſe not the Rich in tb. 
bee Chamber; for a Bird of the air ſhall carry the voice, and that 
which hath wings ſhall tell the matter, Eecleſ. 10. 20. Likewiſe alſod 
theſe filthy Dreamers defile the Fleſh, deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities, Jude 8. But chiefly them that wall after the Fleſh, in the ö | 
luſts of Uncleannefs, and defpiſe Government, eſumptueus are they, 1 
ſelf. will'd, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities: Wheteas . Þ 
Angels which are great in Power. bring nat railing Accalagjons ogalye” _— 
them before the Lord, 2 Pet. 2. to, 11. Thou knowelt all the wied. | 
neſs thy heart is privy to, that thou didft to David my father; therefor 7 
the Lord ſhalt return thy wickedneſs upon thy awn head; 1 Kings, a. 44. | 
Miriam for L to Moſes, was ſtruck Leprous, 9G = 


*thruſt out of the Camp ſeven days, Numb. 12. 15. verſ.20, to the en. 
5. Not to be ſtubborn, diſobedient, or preſumptuoss towards them. 
According to the Sentence of the Law, which tiiey ſhall ceqch thee 3 
and according to the Judgment that they ſhall tell thee, thou ſhalt do 3 
thou ſhalt not decline to the right hand, nor to the left: and the Man 4 
that will do preſumptuouſly, that will not hearken to the Judge, ever | 
that Man ſhall. die; and thou ſhale put away the Evil from you: And 
all the People ſhatl hear, and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſſy, 
Deut. 17. 11, 12, 13. And whoſoever will not do the Law of God, let 
Judgment be ſpeedily executed upon him, whether to Death, Banim⸗- 
ment, or Confiſcation, Exra 7. 26. But the Soul that doth preſump- 
tuouſſy (whether he be born in the Land, or a Stranger) the ſame 
reproacheth the Lord, and that Soul ſhall be cut off from among tha 
People, Nams. 15. 1. ññßĩ 
S5. Not Seditious or Rebellious againſt them. Whoſoever therefor = 
reſiſteth the Power, re ſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they h *'+ Þ 
refiſtſhall receive to themfelves Damnation; Rem. 13. 2. Korab and his 
company roſe up againft Aoſes, &c. and gathered themſelves together: =» 
againſt him, & c, and faid, Tow take tao much upon you. Bic. Num. 16. K, 3,3 
And it came to paſs as he had made an end of ſpeaking, -'That the 
ground clave aſunder that was under them, and the Earth openedhesg 
| Mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and their Houſes, and allet ger, 
tained unto them went down alive into the Pit, cg. Vaſc. 21,3065. _ 
| Which are propoſed as an Example of Vengeance, Just 2111: 
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* . n * "The: Wiſer of Mag fea ied, _ 
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Pebple, called Shepherds. 
From the Sheep folds, from following the Ews great with Yourg, ; he 
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of the great Biete ng TY ON Rulers are. to 4 People 3 5 beld « out in ile 
* CharaTers and Reſergblances following. 


om the Comfort and Ble ſſing that attends them, compared to 
he Morning Light, and Fruitful Showres of Rain. He that 
Ruleth over Men, muſt be juſt, Ruling in the fear of the Lord: And 
he ſhall be as the light of the Morning, without Clouds; as the tender 
Graſs, ſpringing out of the Earth by clear ſhining after Rain, 2 Sam. 


23. 2. 3, 4. And they waited for me, as the Rain; and they opened 


their Mouth wide, as for the latter Rain. Fob 29. 23+ He ſhall Judge 
the poor of the People, and fave the Children of the needy, and ſubdue 
the oppreſſor: He ſhall come down like the Rain upon the mown Grals,. 
and as the ſhowres that water the Earth, Pal. 72. 4. verſ. 6. 


2. From their repreſenting God in his Attributes, called Gods. Is i it 


not written in your Law, I aid you are Gods?. If he called them Gods 
unto whom the Word of the Lord came, and the S2ripture. cannot be 


broken, .&c. Jobn 10, 34, 35. Thou ſhale not revile the Gods, nor ſpeak 


evil of the Ruler of t y People, Exod. 22. 28. 
From.their paterfal love and regard to the people, called Fathers. 


3. 
And Kings ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy Nurſing. 
Mothers, 7/2, 49. 23. 


Until I Deborab aroſe, I aroſe a Mother in 1/rae/, 
Fudges 5.7. Therefore Chriſt Jeſus i in his Kingly Government, called 
The plating Father, Ia, 9. 6. And he hath made me a Father to. 
Pharnob; and a Ruler throughout all the Land, Gen. 45. 8. 

4, From their Paſtoral care of Leading, Feeding, and Protecting bis. 
He choſe David his Servant, and took him 


brought him to feed Jacob his People, and 1/r2el his Inheritance; ſo he 
fed them according to the integrity of his Heart, and guided them, by 
Ifolnefſs of his Hands, P/al, 78: 70, 71, 72. Spake Ila Word to, | 
Ez Judges of 7/-ae}, whom. TI commanded to feed my People? 
- Chron. 17. 6. Chrifts Kingly Rule therefore held forth under £:%% 
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I by and hall i go tad. 


my Servant David a Prince 3 them, Loo MU bop, And 855 
my Servant ſhall be King over them, and they, all ball ede Wake. is 
herd, Ezek, 37: 24. HS nia. bak... 

5. From their, atural Care to prexene arid alloy Dillepecothar may 
arile to annoy our Peace; called Phyſicians. Then ſhatha Man take 
hold of his Brother, ſaying, Thou haſt cloathing, be thou our Nüler; 
im that day he ſhallſwear, ſaying, I will not be a Healer, . make ms: 
not a Ruler over the People, Te 3. 6% ).. Oo yh 

6. From their Protection and 1 that by their wiſe Conduc 
they extend to the People, called Shields. The Princes of the People 
are gathered together, Gs. For the Shields of the Earth belong unto 
God, Pſal. 47. 9. So Hoſ. 4. 18. And when the Lord raiſed them u 
Judges, then the Lord was with the Judge, and-deliveredthem out of 3 
the and of their Ene mies, all the days of the. Jadge, Fudg: 2.18. 
Therefore Jeſiab, that good King, is ſaid to be the breath pf their 
Noſtrils, Lam, 4. 20. And of David, ut now thou art worth ten 
thoufand of us; 45 now it is N 8 thou ſuccout us out of 
theT ity, 2Sam. 18, 3. And that Man ſhall be a hiding PETIA 15 the 
Wind, and a covert from the Ixippelt, 7. + I 
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Tue the Law f to is Prinitive Tube e The Thi, 3 
| is well pleaſed for his Righte uſnels Take, he he will. 16 155 . 4 
| Law, and make it Honourable : Le hl You, Wi gear id.. 
this?' who will hearken, and hear for. the tinie to con N 


1227 1,33 
And. many Nations ſhall come, and ſay, Come, an #2 15 
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= A. 4. 2. Remember the Law of e, n . 4... 
22 In teſtoring Judges as at firſt; as in the l ae whether of 
Moſes, or of David, and Solomon. And-I wilt reftore thy Judges as at 
firſt; and thy Counſellors as at the beginning: Afterward thou ſhalt be 


#357 5, 


= alſo make thy Officers Peace, and thine Exactors Righteoufnels, J. 
60. 17. And their Nobtes ſhafl be of themſelves, and their Governouts 
© ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, Fer. 30. 21. And my Princes 
Mall no more oppreſs my People, Exel. 45. 8. And no Oppreſſour 
Mall pafs through them any more, Zecb. 9. 8. 
But before we proceed to the next Head, take here a Paſſage out of 
one - Ferarius a Commentator upon If g. I. 26. which Pr ovidence hath 
brought to my hand, not anſeafonable thy perufl. 
IIa. 1. 26, And I will refforethy Jadges as at the fr, and thy Counſelours 
A at the beginning, ke. 1 
D pon thefe Words Frrarius a Commentator, lately fet out by publick 
- Authority, hath thisObſervation, —— What is this, faith he, at the 
r, and at the beginning ? That is, anciently, of old; meaning ſuch as 
E -* Moſes, Foſpua, Samuel, and che like; for thoſe were properly called 
"© Fadpes, and under them the Comton- wealth was much better Go- 


F For thoſe words of the People were difpleafing unto the Lord, when 


* "© they ſaid, Give «s Ring: We muſt therefore note, that anciently _ 


Z © thoſe were called Judges, who had not Regal Power, ſo as by their 
down Authority, to raiſe Taxes, to levy Souldiers, to prefs Servants, 
t and the like, which they can do who have ſupream and abſolute 


migion :-But Zedge: then, were only the Allertors an 
f the-pubtick Liberty ; for when the People were oppreſſed by their 
Enemies, God preſently raiſed up ſome Man who ſhould ſet them free, 
E-. * andrecover their Liberty for them. To this we may add, that their 
Power was not e to their Poſterity, like that of Kings, but 
u of What Family and Tribe he pleaſed, God choſe. one to 
e x Fadge: And therek demand a K 

E © $4oiu, and would be contented with Judges no longer, God an- 
| <ſwered him, "They baue nor rejefted thee, but they have rejected me, . that 1 
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* verned, than Fane 3+ oe except David, andthe beginning of Solomon: 
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”>  calledthe Eity of Righteouſneſs, the fait ful City, 1/e. 1. 26, I will 


en, were only the Aﬀertors and Defenders, 


erefore when the People did demand a King ol 1 


bald ee : Incimating that in_the' time of the Judges, 
Teigtled'; not as tte Kings of the World do uſe to 8 8 
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| 75. . dns; ee rene A 
© *\vjid en by Pride and Ambition as if they wes Lot 41. 30 Re 
| *theit- Subjects after their own wil, and by miliary: Forces, and a 


pompous Train of Attendants, do over-awe their Kingdoms: whereas 
pls bimſelf 8d (overt his People by theſe Jogos wh vnd being filled =} 
with the Holy Spirit, abéde in their own Houſes, and built no + | 


| „ties, noi Caſtles, nor ſtately Pbleces for themſelves, nor defired the 
Glory, and vain Splendour of a Court; anꝗ cherefere Abimelech,” 
who that he might have ſupream Dominion, did hire Souldiers, ard © 
(keep a Guard, and ſet himſelf forth with an unwonted kind vi I 
Ma gnificence, he is in Scripture Ril'd a King, Jude; 9. But Gideon - A 
did clean othetrwiſe, who when the People offered him, that Bel!!! 
be their King, and bY Som after bim, anfwered, I il wt Rale over uu, 
VL, ſhall hy Son: Thr Lord ſbal Rule over you. - Therefore it is obſervable, . - 
_ ®that the Lord here doth not ſay, he wil reflbre thiir Princel, and their 
Lordi, but, their Judges and Counſellonrs, who ſhould Govern the om. 4 
mon. wealth with greater Mercy and Mildnefz. 2 
(OM Again „ it is obler vable, when Judge: and Counſellours are _ reftir 2 * 
then it is ſaid, the Cn fall be called the faithful City, che c 110 — 4 
©teouſneſs.” It is good Magiſtrates that make a City 1 5 
. the nature of kumane frailty, that, withont the 09 For 115 * 4 
ther, it cannot be contained in its Duty: And thoſe who thus can 
8 ' Reſtrain and Govern a People, are only given by God, who when he © 
is angry with a People, gives Children te be their Princes, and Buber to 9 I 
*-Rale over them, Childifh; effeminate; and fooliſh Men, who being 
*unskilled in the Arts of Government, ſuffer their People to deſtroy 
* each other by Luxury, and Oppreſſion / 3. 4, 5. Thus far 
Frrarius, among the Critical Writers upon Jaiab: Wich may be ſeft 
to the Reader without a Comment; for if the meer force and evidence 
of Truth could make a Feſuite ahd a Spaniard ſpeak thus much; it is 
evident.that Goſpel times, for which that Prophecy was calcul ted, do 
requife another kind of Magiſtracy» chan as yet the World ha been 1 
400 wich: for the fulfilling of which Promile, it is the Saints uy. A 
aily co Pray. 
"SI refloring Peace; Judgmen Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs. | For 
9915 us a Child is born, unto us a Jo is given, and the Government- 
ſhall be upon bis ſhoulder ;- and bis Name ſball be called, Wonderful, 


 Counſetlour:the mighty God, che evetlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace: 
Of the encreaſs' of his * and Peace, Ln Tall bend n 
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„„ The Myſtery. of Nagifrney untsiled. 
= E the Throne of David. and upon his Kingdom, to order and to 
ee ſtabliſh it with Judgment and with Juſtice, from henceforth» and for 
ever: The zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will perform this, /. 956, 7. 
| And there(hall come forth a R ud out of the ſtem of Fee; and a Branch 
ſhall grow out of his Root: And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon: 
him, che Spicic of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit al Counſel, 
and Might, che Spirit of Knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord: And 
all make him of quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord, and he 
mall not Judge after the ſight of his Kyes, nor reprove after the hearing 
of his Ears: But with Righteouſneſs ſhall he Judge the poor, and teprove 
with Equity, for the meek of the Earth: And Righteouſneſs ſhall be the 
Gicdle of his Lqyns, and Faickfulneſs the Gitdſe of his Reins. The 
Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, &. They ſhall not hutt, nor deſtroy 

im all my holy Mountain: for the Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge 
ot the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, I/. 1 1. 1,2, 3,4, 5, 6, 9. Give 
the King thy Judgment, O God, and thy Righteouſneſs to the Kings 
Son. He ſnall Judge thy People with Righteouſneſs, and thy poor with 
Judgment. The Mountains. ſhall bring peace unto the People, and the 
little Hills, by Righteouſneſs, He ſhall Judge the poor of the People, 

he ſhall fave the, Children of the needy, and break in pieces the Op- 
preſſour, &. In his days hall the Righteous flouciſh, and abundance 
3 of peace, ſo long as the Moon endureth, Pal. 72. 1, 2, 3 4, 7. For 
ttzsus faith the Lord, Behold, Iwill extend peace to her like a River, &. 
I. 6s. 12. And Wiſdom and Knowledge ſhall. be the ſtability of thy 
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r een Ar. XIL 
Of the Judgment ang Curſe artending no Rule, or an evil Ruler. 


1. HE evil of Anarchy, Where no Rule is. In thoſe Days there 
I was no King in Hrael, but every Man did that which was right 
iin his own eyes, N . 6. And behold the Lord doth take away 
tze ſtaff and the ſtay, the mighty Man, and the Man of War, the Judge 
ndnd the Prophet, the Prudent and the Ancient, Cc. And give Children 
0 be their Princes, and Babes to Rule over them. And the People 
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ſhall be oppreſſed every one by another; and every one hy his no | 
bour; tlie Child ſhall behave himfelf* proudly againſt the ancient, and 
the baſe againſt the honourable, /. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4, . The wicked 
deyoureth the Man that is more Righteous than he: And thou makeſt 
Man as the Fiſhes of the Sea, and as the creeping things that have no 

Ruler) B. 23, | 5 1; % Ä O Eo 
2. The evil and judgment of weak Rulers. And Iwill give Children 
to be their Princes, and Babes to Rule over them, Ja. 3.4; Wo unto 
thee, O Land, when thy King is a Child, and thy Princes eat in the 
Morning, Eccleſ. 10. 16. Better is a poor and wiſe Child, than an old 
and fooliſh King, who will no more be admoniſhed, Eceleſ. 4. 13. For 
out of Priſon be cometh to Reign, whereas he that is born inzhis' 2% 
Kingdom becometh poor, Verſ. 14. As for my People, Children are 
their Oppreſſours, and Women Rule over them, I/. 3. 12. <1... 
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. The evil and curſe of wicked Rulers ; who inſtead of ſuppteſſing- . =] 
Unrighteouſneſs, and executing Vengeance upon the evil Doer; are 
found themſelves, eiter „ ei 
1. Drunkards, Unclean, Deceitful, Prophane, Idolaters, Oppreſſin © 
Bloody, and Blaſphemous: Perſons. They make the King glad win 
their Wickedneſs, and their Princes with their lyes, Hoſ. 7. 3. Inte 
day of our King, the Princes have made himſick with Bottles of Wine 
Verſ. 5. Shall the Throne of Iniquity have fellowſhip with thee, which © . 7 
frametk miſchiet by a Law ? they gather themſelves together, againſtthe. ©? 
Soul of the Righteous, and condemnthe innocent Blood, Pſal.94. 20 17 Þ 
Her Princes in the midſt thereof, are like Wolves, ravening the prey, 
to ſhed Blood, and to deſtroy Souls, to get diſhoneſt gain, Exel. 23. 1 
That have turned Judgment to Gall, and thè fruit of Right into Hem- 
lock, Ames 6. 12. Hear this ye Kine of Baſban, that are in the Mount | 
of Samaria, which oppreſs the poor, and cruſh the needy, . Amos 4. I. 
They that Rule over them make them to how], faith the Lord, and 
my Name continually every day is blaſphemed, ½. 52. J. The 
Princes are rebellious, companions of Thieves; every one loveth Gifts, -' ¹ 
and followeth after Rewards; they Judge not the Fatherleſs, neithek 
doth the cauſe of the Widow come before them, I/. l. 23. That fell 7 
the Righteous for Silver, and the poor for a pair of Shoes; that pant 
after the duſt of the Earth on the head of the poor, and turn aſide te 
way of the week, A9 2. . to 8 
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3. Myſtery of Magifrecy'unvailed, 
oc Protetors, Incouragers, or Favourers' offuch, The wicked 
= walk on every ſide, when the vileſt Men are exalted, P/al. 12. 8, Ifa 
= - Ruler hearken to lyes, all his Servants are wicked, Prov. 29. 12. Not 
only do the ſame, but have pleaſure in them that do them, Rom. 1. 32; 
Wo inſtead of being like Fathers, Shepherds, Shields, &c. are com- 
paoared by the Holy Spirit to the unclean ravenous Beaſts and Creatures 
following, viz. ỹʒ 2. IG = SWF 
x. To Lyons. AsaroaringLyon, and a raging Bear, ſo is a wicked 
Ruler over the poor People, Prov. 28. 15, AndI was delivered out of 
the Mouth of the Lyon, 2 Tim. 4. 17. Her Princes within her are 
roaring Lyons, Zepb. 3. 3. 1 . 
2. To Bears. As a raging Bear, ſo is a wicked Ruler; Prov. 28. 
= 15 And behold another, a ſecond like to a Bear, Dan. 7. 5, with 
= 1 To Bulls. Many Bulls have compaſſed me, ſtrong Bulls of Baan 
have beſet me, Pſal. 22. 12. Hear this word ye Kine of Baſban, in the 
Mount of Samaria, which opproſs the poor, which cruſn the needy, &c. 
= Ames 4. 12 1 | 85 $152 1+ £40 ut 55 33 
4. To Dragons. Art thou not he that hath cut Rabab, and wounded 
=— the Dragon, I/, 5 f. 9. viz. Pharacb, Exełk. 29.3, 4. He hath ſwallowed 
me up like a Dragon, viz. Nebuchadnezzar, Jer.51. 34. And behold 
a2 great Red Dragon, Rev. 12. AER 
I. To Serpents. In that day, the Lord with his great, ſore, and 
E . firong Sword, Thall puniſh Leviathan, that piercing Serpent, even 
Leviathan, that crooked Serpent, and lay the Dragon in the Sea, 
27. 1. EE: 5 „„ 
= 2 — To Leopards. And lo anotherlike a Leopard, with four wings: 
ondhis back, Dan. 7. , And the Beaſt which I ſaw waslike to a Leopard, 
6 3 Re v. 13. 2. * e 307 | | | ” 
= 7 To Wolves. Her Princes in the midſt of her, are like Wolves 
_ ravening the prey, to ſhed Blood, and to deſtroy Souls, to get diſhoneſt - 
gain, Ez&.22.27; Her. Princes within her are roaring Lyons, her 
=_ Judges evening Wolves, &. Zepb. 3. 3% © A 
_ |! 8. To Foxes, And he ſaid.unto him, Go and tell that Fox, Luke 
1 13. 32. 4 | US | „ | ö 
1 2 „ To Dogs. For Dogs have compaſſed me, the Aſſembly of the 
wicked incloſed me. Deliver my Soul from the Sword, my darling 
© from. the ppwer of the Dog, Pſal. 22. 164 20. | 
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where Satans Seat is, Rev, 2. 10» 13. The Beaſt that aſcendeth out 
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The Myſtery of Magiftracy uu. X 
10. ToFiſhers and Hunters. And Iwill fend for many Fiſhers, and 
they ſhall fiſh them ; atid after will I ſend for many Hunters, and they | 
ſhall hunt them, Fer. 16. 16. And makeſt Men as the Fiſhes of the 
Sea, Cc. They take up all of them with the Angle; they catch them 
in the Net, and gather them in their Drag, Hab. 1; 24, 111m. 
I. To Briers, and Thorns, and Brambles, The Prince and Judge 
aàsketh for Reward, ! The beſt of them is a Brier, the moſt 
upright ſharper than a Thorn Hedge, Mic. 7. 3, 4. And the Bramble 
ſaid unto the Trees, if indeed you make me King, Ge. Fudg. 9, 117. 
' 12, To Thieves and Robbers. Who gave Jacob to the ſpoil, ang 
Iſrael to the Robbers? /. 42. 24. Companions of Thieves, Chaps 7 


13. To a Rod, Staff, Ax, Saw, Plague. O Aſjriam the Rod of 
mine anger, and the Staff in their hand is mine indig nation. Shall the 
Ax boaſt it ſelf againſt him that heweth therewith ? or ſhall the Saw 
magnifie it ſelf againſt him that ſhaketh it? G&G. 1/a. 10. 5, 15. Thon 
art my Battle-ax, and Weapons of War, Jerem. 5 . 0. 
14. To Devils, Behold, the Devil (ball caſt ſome of you into 
Priſon, that you may be tryed. And where thou dwelleſt, even 


of the bottomleſs pit, ſhall make War againſt them, Chap. 1 1. 7. And 
the great Red Dragon, called the Devil and Satan, was caſt out, 


Chop. 12; 9. | \ 
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| CHAP. XIII. | TY 
| Of the Peoples Duty under Wicked Rulers, both towards Gd and thim: 
1, TOwards God. FE 8 | : | . 3 
„Ir. To be ſenſible of Gods hand, that thereby is in Judgment 
lift up againſt them for Sin. And I will ſet my Face againſt you, 
and they that hate you ſhalt Reign over you, Levit. 26. 17. And the 


anger of the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and he delivered them into 
the hands of Spoilers that ſpoiled them; and he ſold them intg 
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hands of their Enemies round about, ſo that they could not any. /- 4 
longer ſtand before their Enemies, Judges 2,14. Becaule thou fer - © 
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—_: .. Te Myſtery of Magiſtracy nnvailed. DE 
not the Lord thy God with joy fulneſs, and with gladneſs of Heart 
for the abundance of all things: Therefore ſhalt” thou ſerve thine 
Enemies, which che Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hunger, and in 
thirſt, and in nakedneſs, and in want of all things; and he ſhall put a 
yoke of Iron upon thy neck, &c, Deut. 28. 47, 48. And Judab kept 
not the Commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in the 
Statutes of Jrael, which they made; and the Lord rejected the ſeed 
ol Iſrael, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of 
= Spoilers, until he had caft them out of his ſight, 2 Kings 17. 19. 
4 O 4ſhrian, the Rod of mine anger, and the Staff in their hand is my 
indignation ; I will fend him againſt a hypocritical Nation, and 
againſt the people of my Wrath will I give him a charge to take the 
' ſpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them dewn like the mire of 
the ſtreets, Ja. 10. 5. Who gave Faceb to the Spoiler, and 1/rget to 
the Robbers? did not the Lord, he againſt whom we have ſinned ? 
For they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient 
unto his Laws, G. Ja. 42. 24. For the tranſgreſſion of a Land, 
many are the Princes thereof, Prov. 28. 2. And he gave them into 
the hand of the Heathen; and they that hated them, Ruled over 
them: Their Enemies alfo oppreſſed them, and they were brought 
into ſubjection under their hands. Many times did he deliver them, 
but they provoked him with their counſel, and were brought low for 
/ their Iniquity, P/al. 106. 41, 42,43. 2 Chron, 12. 7, 8. And when the 
Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, the Word of the Lord came 
to Shemaiahs ſaying,” They have humbled themſelves, therefore I will 
| not deſtroy them, but Iwill grant them ſome deliverance, and my 
3 Wrath ſhall not be poured out upon Feruſalem by the hand of 
Sbiſak. Nevertheleſs they ſhall be bis Servants, that they may 
know my Service, and the Service of the Kingdoms of the Coun- 
treys. 1 
2. To accept of the puniſhment, and be humbled under Gods 
mighty Hand, If they ſhall confeſs their Iniquity, and the Iniquity 
- of their Fathers, with their Treſpaſs which they Treſpaſs againſt me, 
and that alſo they have walked contrary unto me; and that I alſo 
have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the 
Land of their Enemies: If then their uncircumciſed Hearts he hum- 
bled, and they then accept of the puniſhment of their Iniquity, Oc. 
Levi. 26. 49, 41. I will bear the Indignation of the — F 
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the mighty Hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, x Per, 
4 3. To repent and turn from the provoking Sin. If they fin againſt 


thee, and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the Enemy,, 
ſo that they carry them away captive into the Land of the Enemy, 


far or near; yet if they ſhall be- think themſelves in the Land of theft 
captivity, and make Supplication, faying, &c. We have ſinned, and 
done perverſly, and have committed Wickednelſs ; and ſo return 


unto thee with all their Heart, and with all their Soul, in the Land 


of their Enemies, and pray unto thee, &. Then hear thou their 


Prayer and Supplication, 1 Kings 8. 46, 47, 48. At what Inſtant I ! 


ſhall ſpeak. concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to 
pluck up and put down, and to deſtroy it; If that Nation againſt 
whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will Repent of the 
evil that I thought to do unto them, Fer. 18. 9, 10. We have 
ſinned, and commicted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 


haye ſinned againſt him, until he plead my Cauſe, and execute 
Judgment for me, Mic. 5.5. Humble your ſelves therefore under 
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rebelled, even by departing from thy Precepts, and from thy Judg- 


ments, C O Lord to us belongeth confuſion of Face, to our Rings, 


to- our Princes. and Fathers, becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee. To 


the Lord our God belongs Mercy and Forgiveneſs, &c. Dan. 9. 5, 6, 


2 8, 9. | and | | | 
4. To cry unto the Lord far Help and Deliverance, And the 

Children of 1/rael ſighed by reaſon of their Bondage, and they cryed ; 

and their cry came up unto God by reaſon of the Bondage: And 


God heard their groaning, &. And God lookt upon them, and had 
reſpect to them, Exod. 2. 23, 24, 25, And the Lord faid, I have 


ſurely {cen the affliction of my People, which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry, by reaſon of their Task-maſters, for I know their 
ſorrows, Exod. 3. 7, 8. And it Repented the Lord becauſe of their 


groanings, by reaſon of them that oppreſſed them, Judg.2, 18. And J 


when the Children of Mrael cryed unto the Lord, he raiſed up a De- 


liverer to them, Judg. 3. 9. For he ſhall deliver the needy when he 
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eryeth, the poor allo, and him that hath no helper, Pal. 73. 12. ] 
Pſal. 83. 11. Deut. 4. 27,28, 29, 30. See Pſal. 12. 5," For the oppreſſion 


af the poor, for the ſighing of the needy, ©, 


J. To 
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„„. %% of Mogiſtracy u © 
; F. To groan more earneftly for the Righteous Rule and Dominion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be therefore the deſire of Nation,; who will 
judge the People righteouſly, and break in pieces the Oppreſſor, in 
| whole days the Righteous (ſhall flouriſh, Rev. 6, 9, 10, 11. /. 72. 
And I will ſhake all Nations, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall come, 
and I will fill this Houſe with Glory, faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Hag. 2. 6, 7, For the earneſt expectation of the Creature, waiteth 
for the manifeſtation of the Sons of God; For we know that the whole 
Creation groaneth, and travelleth in pain together, &c. And not only 
they, but our ſelves alſo, which have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, even 
we our ſelves groan within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption, to 
wit, the Redemption of the Body, Rom. 8. 19, 22, 23. | 
2+ Towards the evil Rulers themſelyes. BEE 1 
1: To bewail their Abominations, and ſtand off from their deffle- 
ments, Go through the midſt of the City, and ſet a mark upon the 
foreheads of the Men that ſigh, and that cry for all the Abomirations 
& that be done inthe midſt thereof, Exek. 9. 4, Ephraim is joy ned to 
= Idols, let him alone, Hof. 4. 17. And have no fellowſhip with the 
unfruicful works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them, Epbeſ. 55 1 1, 
2. To pray for them as Enemies, and Perſecutors, for their Reſtraint 
and Converſion, Who will have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
to the knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. And he kneeled down, 
and cryed with a loud yoice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge, 
- H&s 7. 60, :- =: BET. | : : 
* . 70 own our ſubjection to them, only as to a Plague, Judgment, 
and Curſe, groaning and complaining under the Burden, as under 
the Lyons paw. Behold, we are Servants this day; and for the Land 
thou gaveſt unto our Fathers, to eat the Fruit thereof, and the good 
thereot, behold we are Servants in it: And it yieldeth much encreaſe 
=_— unto the Kings, whom thou haſt ſet over our Bodies, and ever our 
Eeattel, at their pleaſure, and we are in greatdiftreſs, Neb. 9. 36. 37. 
= 4. Not to confederate with them, or engage to their upholding, 
by Oath, Covenant, &c. Say not a confederacy to all thoſe to 
whom this People ſhall ſay, a confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear, 
nor be afraid: SanQtifie the Lord of Hoſts, &c, I/. 8, 12, 13. 
&-- - Shouldſt thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? 
= therefore is Wrath upon thee from before the Lord, 2 Chren, 19. 2: 
They ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil Doers, that none doth _ | 
_— OS: | "7 _ 


be Myflery of Magiſtracy undail ed. t 
from his wickedneſs, Fer. 23. 14+ Neither do they which go by, ſay, 
T ne blefling of the Lord be upon you: we bleſs you in the Name of the 
Lord, Pſal. 129. 8. In whoſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned: but he 
honoureth them that feat the Lord, Pſal. 15. 4. Come out from her 
miy People, that you be not partakers of her ſins, Rev. 18. 4 But 
above all things ſwear not at all, Fam. 5. 12. [rae ſhall dwell in ſafety 
alone, Deut. 33, 28. EB#h, 3 8. N | „1 9 

„%; ͤ ͤ ra, e GX 452 

1. If we bave Sworn or Covenanted, then we are ſolemnly bound, 
which God will. require at our hands: Seing he deſpiſed the Oath, 
| by breaking the Covenant, (when, lo, he had given his hand) and 
hath done all theſe things, he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus faith 
the Lord God, as I live, ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpiſed, ang 
my Covenant that he hath. broken, even it will Irecompenſe upon his 
own head, (though made with wicked Nebucbadnexxar ), Exe. 17. 
1 N | 5 

2. They ſwear to a Plague; as before, Lev. 26. 17. —Ibiy that 
Bate you ſhall reign over yon ws : 1 nBES; „ 

3. It's againſt promiſed Mercies, I/. 1. 26. And I will reſtore- th 7 
Judges as at the firſt, and thy Counſellors as at the beginning: 
— thou ſhalt be called the City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful 
ty, e 2 2 f 
4. Becatiſe it would be in deceit and hy pocriſie, which is ſo abhor- 
ring to the Lord. Who hath not life up his Soul unto vanity; nor 
iworn deceitfully, Pſal. 24. 4. For our tranſgreſſions are multiplyed | 
before thee, &. In tranſgreſſing and lying againſt the Lord, Ge. 
Conceiving and uttering from the Heart Words of falſhood, 1/a. 59. 
12, 13. And let none of you imagine evil againſt his Neighbour, and 
love no falſe Oath, for all theſe are things that I hate, faith the Lord, 
Zech. 8. 17. And I will ceme near to you in Judgment, and I will be 
a {wife Witneſs againſt the Sorcerers, and againſt the Adulterers, and | 
againſt falſe Swearers, “e. Mal, 3. . èðĩx]jV7“’ef 
J. Touſealllawful means to be delivered from rheit violence. 

1. Either by hiding and obſcuring in the place. Moſes was hid 
from Pharavb's purſuers three Months, Exod: 2. 22. As 7. 20. Heb, 
11:23, + David hid himſelf, with his Men, from Sauls furious putſuit, 
1 Sam. 22. 1, 2. Chap. 23. 134; 16, 19, 24, 29. Chap. 26. 1. The _Þ 
Prophets were hid by fifty in a Cave, 1 King. 18: 4, 13. e 9 
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Athaliabs Rage, 2 Kings 11. 2. Feremiab and Baruch was hid by the 
Lord, Fer. 36, 26. Feſus hid himſelf, Fobn 8. 59, | 


2. Or by flight into other parts for ſhelter : As the Prieſts, Levites, - 


and People of Iſrael fled from Feroboam, leaving their Poſſeſſions, and 


joyned themſelves with Reboboam, ſtrengthning the Kingdom of Fudaeb, 
2 Chron. 11, 14, If, 16, 17. David to Gath, 1 Sam. 27. 3, 4, 5, 6, Ofc. 
Foſeph and Mary with the Child into Egypt, from Herod, Matth. 2. 


3 14. | | 
3. By open or ſecret reſiſtance, when the Providence of God makes 


way for the ſame: As in the time of the Judges, when the People 
willingly offered themſelves (Judges 5. 2, 16, 17.) with the Judges 
raiſed up for their Deliverance, to oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent Tyrants 


that were over them, Judg. 3. 8, 9, 10, 15, 20+ Thoſe alſo in Davids | 


time, that joyned to him, . in oppoſition to Sau! and his Houſe, 
1 Chron. 12. Chap. throughout. Jeboiada and the People of Fudsbreſiſting 
Atbaliab in behalf of Foaſh, 2 Kings 11. 4, Cc. Hexeliab was ſaid to 
rebell againſt the King of AHria in not ſerving him; and this was 
done when the Lord was with him, and proſpered him, and the iſſue 
proved very happy. KY On ad ah! 
Query. But it is queryed, that though here are many good Rules 
and Precepts laid down, relating to Magiſtracy and Government, yet 
-ſince theſe are given to the Jews ( a peculiar, diſtin, and typical 
People) for the ordering and managing their Common- wealth; how 
do theſe belong to the Nations? and how can they be properly urged 
as Rules or Inſtitations for that great Ordinance of Magiftracy amongſt 
Anſw, Firſt, It will behove all thoſe that plead ſubjection to Magi- 
ſtracy, as Gods Ordinance, upon a conſcientious bottom, to bring 
ſome Inſtitution for it out of Gods Word, which only can make an 
* Ordinance, and bind the Conſcience, which if they do, it muſt 
neceſſarily be cither ſome Inſtitution given to his People, or to the 
Nations; but of any ſuch Rules, Directions, Laws, Statutes, Ordi- 
nances given to the Nations to direct them in Government, we read 
not; and therefore it is ſaid, P/al. 147. 19, 20. He fhewed bis Word 
unto Jacob, his Statutes and bis Fudgmenis to Iſrael : He hath not dealt ſo 
with any Nation, and as for his Tudgments, they bave not known them. 
Therefore will it behove any of the Nations, that would prove their 


Government 
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himſelf from Abimelech, Fudg. 9. 5. Foaſh and his Nurſe was hid from 
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; T The Myſtery of Magiftraty el. 3 
' Government Divine, as founded upon the Scriptutes, to come up to 
this Scriptural Pattern, as well for the Supremacy as Subjection, if 
they would lay any Obligation upon Conſcience -- f 


. 


recourſe to the Scriptures for Rules for the Government of their Bodies 
and outward Man, than for their Souls and inward, for Civil as well 
as Religious Policy, for Righteouſneſs as well as Holineſs 3 © All 
Scripture being given by Divine Inſpiration, and is profitable for 
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Secondly, 'That itis no more improper for the, Nations to have 1 


Doctcine, for Reproof, for Cortection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 4 
neſs, that, the Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unte al! 


good Works. And ſo though moſt of the Scriptures both of the Old 


and New Teſtament, were Written to the Jews (for to them chiefly. ' ©] 


were committed the Oracles of God, Row. 3. 2.) yet are univerſally 


extenſive over the whole World: And it is to. be obſerved, thar 3 


though God from Heaven by his own Mouth gave theſe Rules of 


| Government to the Jews, yet was it the priviledge of any of the  _ 1 


Nations (as Proſelites) to come under that Government ; and therein 
was it Typical of that Univerſal Government and Severaignty that 
the Lord Chriſt ſhall have in his Kingdom. But, 7 


- Thirdly, and moreſpecially it is obſerved, that the Rules, Directions, 8 3 
and Qualifications here mentioned about Government, do not relate 


to thole Types, Ceremonies, or Shadows that were given to them 
25 a Typical People, but are matters of Moral Equity, agreeable co 


the light of Nature, and Law written in the Heart, tending to the '- 3 
advancement of publick Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and fo are tex, 


perpetually binding to the end of the World, and that to all Men that 
would preſerve Peace and Righteouſneſs ; and therefore it is faid, 
Deut. 4. 5, 6, 7, 8. Behold, I have taught you Statutes, and Judgments, 
even as the Lord my God commanded me, . Keep thereforez and 
do them, for this is your Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the ſight of 
the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this 
great Nation is a Wiſe and Underſtanding People. For what Nation 


is there fo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Locd our by 


God is in all that we call upon him for? And what Nation is there fo 
great, that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo Righteous as all this Law 
which I ſet before you this day? | 


And which Laws, as well for their Moral Equity, as well as their 4 


Divine Authority, hath gained ſo much Reputation in this Nation, 
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1 The Myſtery of Mugiftracy wWoailed. 
* that it is a Maxime in the Law, That nd Act of Parlias 
Fineb lib, 1. ment, or Law repugnant to the Law of God, is of any 
1 force. And in the Statute of 28 H. 8. Chap. 7. That 

no Man of what Eftate, Degree, or Condition whatſo- 

ever, kath power to difpence with Gods Law, as all the Clergy of 

the Realm, and moſt part of the Univerſities of Chriſten- 

Doctor and dom, and we allo affirm: And further it is aſſerted, 

. That againſt Seripture, Law, Preſcription, Statute, nor 

3 355 9. * Cuſtom may avail, and if any be brought in againſt it, 

p. 103. they are void and againft Juſtice In the year 180. 

© Lucius the firſt Chriftian King of Britain, wrote to 

" "Dlutberius Biſhop of Rome for the Roman Laws, for the better ſettlement 

of his Kingdom, who Wrote to bim, That the Roman Laws of the 

Emperours, we may at all times miſſike, but the Law of God by no 

means: By the Divine Clemency you have of late received in your King. 

dom of Britain, the Law and Faith of Chriſt ; you have with you the 

Old and New Teſtaments; out of them, in Gods Name, by the Counfel | 

LT o©fyour State, take you a Law, and therewith by Gods permiſſion, Govern 
D ⅛ͥ ru oi oi net t F 

2. King Alfel began his Laws thus, The Lord pake theſe Mord. &c. 

and fo repeated the Judicial Laws, which he afhrmed the beſt. for 
the Government of. his Kingdom, and fo according to his Law 
wos his Government bleſt above all other Kings of: the Nati- 
Nees. But it is again queryed, Tf ſuch a Magiſtracy only, is to be 

. reputed God, Ordinance, (to whom a Conſcientious Subject ion is to be 

3 paid) that is e6nſonant to the Inſtitution and Appointment of his 

Word, as here laid down; what (hall we fay to choſe Scriptures, 

| that ſeem to hold out, not only that the Heathen Magiftracy, fo 
much different from this, is his Ordinance ; but that whoever is in 
poſſeſſion of the Power, however he get into the ſame. yet it is to 
be reputed God; Ordivance, and to he Conſcientiouſly ſubjected to as 

\ *- Anſw, Though it may be needleſs to ſpend much further time te 
Anſwer this, which is ſo fully cleared- in the Diſcourſe already, 

g wherein this great Ordinance of Magiſtracy is fo fully diſcovered, and 

plainly aſſerted from Gods Word, which can only make out his 

ODOrtdinäanee, and may be ſufficient to every judicious Mind to gvince 
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28 The. Aber M gt [26 17 
what! is the contrary (he 22 of light, being the beſt way 4 
diſcover darkneſs, and the opening of Truth, to detect Errors Jp 
Yer for the herter clearing hereof, and the temovipg (if it may be 
thoſe thick clouds, which either Ignorance, Intereſt, 2 
received Opinion, Prejudice, or che offence of the Crols,. m ay. bs "ll 
caſt before Mens Eyes, we ſhall take this, Method in the Anſwer * _ 
the Query: Firſt, We ſhall give a Reply to uboſe Argumegts 
brovg| t to prove the Heathen Magiſtrate to be Gods O dinancs: 
Secondly, We ſhall Anſwer thole Arguments about the an 
_ 

J Pirfl As to che Arguments uſually offered ah the Heschen 
Magiſtrate, 10 böte him to be God: Ocdinance, they are the ſe that 
follow. 
1 fats he is ſaid to be of God, or to proceed foo: him; 
Dan. 2. 37, 38. * Fo. 18, 19. > Cbrans 36. 23. Exra I. . en 8. 
15: 16. 
mw Becauſe ſome are ſaid to be anointed by him, Iſa. 45. I. 1 Kings 
19. 15. 2 Chron. 36.23, 
3j. Becauſe the Saints are bound to obey them, Tus 1. Row, 13. n 
2, 5. 1 Pet. 3.1%. 14, IF. 
4: Becauſe Saints enjoyed places vader chem, Eftber 2. 17. 64. . 


1 
125 Becauſe the Saints prayed for them, hanoured and bleſt them; | 
1 Tim 2 2. Gen, 47. 7, 10. Dan. 6. 214. 
6. Becauſe Saints applyed to them for Juſtice, Att 25\ 10, 12. 40 
26. 322 214 097 
J. Becauſe they paid Cuſtom and Taibuis 0 them, Mat. 17. 24. ile. 
22. 17, 21+ Luke 2. 1, 4,5. Rom 13. 6. 
Anſw. Firſt, In general: That the Heathen Magiſtate was Go 
Ordinance, viz, the Ordinance of his Providence, is owned ; bur 
not the Orgiuance ot his Precept: For there is the O:dinance of 
Gods Providence, and the Ordinance of his Precept: The one, 
ordering all things that cometh to pals in the World; the other, 
only that. which is good and act ptable in his ſight. And: chat it 4s 
er the Ocdinance of bb Precept, may appear by the Reaſons fullow- A { 
ng ; 1 
Firſt, Becauſe there is no Infticution for it in the Word * God yy 
no Precept ka given to the — concerning their te 
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1186 '; _ The Myſtery of Magiſftraty unvailed, 95 
8 but they are left in that, as in all other things, Walking 
2 La) 1 75. after their own Luis (a); Lying in wickedneſs, and livirg in 
4. ß. the. wanity of their own minds (b), under the Regiment 
(b) Epbeſ. and Conduct of the Devil, who is therefore ſaid to have 
J 27, 18. the Kingdoms of this World (as the Ruler, Prince, King, 
15 and God thereof) at his difpoſe ; as Luke 4. 6. Epb. 2. 2. 
: 6. 12. John 14. 30. Rev. 13. 2. 2 Cer. 4. 4. Job x. 12, to the 19. 
Where the Devil is ſaid to order the ſeveral Regiments and Bands againſt 
ä ob. i | —— 5 g 5 5 
ur Becauſe the Heathen Magiſtracy ſtands in direct oppoſi- 
tion and contradiction to Gods Magiſtracy: The latter being appoin- 
ted zud ordained for a blefling to Mankind in general, and to the 
Saints in particular, bounded by wholſome equal Rules, that anſwer 


the Law of God, and light of Nature, in the diſtribution of equal and 


impartial Juſtice: Whereas the former was appointed or rather per- 
mitted for a Curſe to Mankind in general, and a Scourge and Plague 
to the Saints in particular; in contradiction to the Law of God, and 
light of Nature ; being from the beginning a lawleſs, boundleſs thing, 
that, in an arbitrary tyrannous way, hath acted according to their 
own luſts, over both Bodies and Souls, for the advancement of particular 
Perſom and Intereffs, in fleſhly Pride, State, and Glory, to the unjuſt 
peeling, oppreſſing, and ſuppreſſing the People in gene al, contrary to 
the light of Nature, and Lawrof God: And to the Truth whereof, 
beſides the ſad experience that every Age produceth, you have this 
Scripture evidence, 15 3 


” Firſt, You have God himſelf by the Prophet Samuel, amply deſcribs» 
nung the Nations Government, to deter his People from taking pattern 
=: from them, in their unrighteous Moddel: Whetrein you 
1 Sam. 8. have at large the arbitrarineſs, tyranny, pride, covetouſneſs, 
IM and oppreſſion of their Kings, and Cuſtornes, declared, and 

| = howling Curſe it would prove to them if they embraced the 
ame. oy 8 8 
"Secondly, In the ſame caſe you have Jotbam in his Parable ( to take 
the People from that hankering after the Nations Government) 
Sgnificantly holding out the Nature of that Confticution ; declaring 
zt was fic for nothing but the uſeleſs, ſapleſs, aſpiring ſcratching Bramble 


—» to engage in it ; that neither the Olive, Fig · Tree, nor Vine, that had 


a vertue, ſwectnęſt or favour would medale with it, under hazard 
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© The Myſtery of Magiftracy D,,  — 237 _ 7 
of lofing all; thereby ſhewing that it was fit only for the worſt of 
Men, and ufimeet for any good Man to intermeddle with, And 

therefore Gideon refuſed it, when it was offered him, Judg. 8. 22, 4 - 

Whereas Gods Ordinance requires the beſt of Men, vis. Men of Trutb, 
| fearing God, and bating Covetouſnrſs, &. who are under promiſes to be 
bettered by them, and to receive vertue and ſpirit from them. And 
of this ſore were all the four Monarchs, not only from - 
Nimrod the firſt, to Nebuchadnezzar the laſt of Babel. Dan. 5,19, 
Monarchs (who raiſed up, pulled down, killed and kept „ 
alive whom they would ), but all the reſt of them, whoſe ambitious, 
tyrannous, and cruel Natures, are therefore held forth by thoſe apt 
reſemblances of fierce, cruel, ravenous, unclean Beaſts, as Lyons, Bears, I 
Leopards, Dragons, yea Devils themſelves. — 7 
6 Thirdly, Becauſe when Gods People, notwithſtanding theſe. 0 


* 


2 


5 
5 


Cautions given, would imitate the Nations in their Heatheninnß 
Conſtituiions, they were ſaid to rejet God and his -. -11 
Soveraignty, in rejecting that wholſome Conſtitution, 1 Sams 8. 
that he had appointed for their good; but ſurely had i. - "ll 
that Heatheniſh Conſtitution been of God, it would not be a rejecting 
of God to embrace it; none of Gods Ordinances do uſe to claſh, and 
interfeer with each other. 3 =. | 
- Fourthly, Becauſe when given them by his hand of Providence, it 

is declared to be done in Wrath and Judgment, and as | 
a Fruit of their great Sin and Rebellion (which none of 1 Sam. 12. 
Gods Ordinances were) as was teſtified by that great 17, 18, 19. 
Thundering and Lightning, as a token of his great 3 
Diſpleaſure, and their great Tranſgreflion, which they alſo in their 
confeſſion declared. | , f =. 
Fifthly, When, as a fruit of their fin, that National Conſtitution is 
given them, God difowns it to be of him, Hoſ, 8. 4. You have [er up |} 
Kings, but not by me; Princes, and I knew them not, viz. Though by his 
providential Ordering he had in Wrath given them their deſire for theic 
hurt, yet he diſclaims the Conſtitution to be of him, or according to 
his preceptive Will. „ ä 34 

Sixthly, Becauſe it is that which is influenced by the Devil, and 
bath ſtood in Enmity and Oppoſition to the Lord, his Ways, Worſhip, 
| Ocdinances, and People all along, that have improved their utmoſk, 
Intereſts, to invent and eſtabliſh ways of Wicke dneſs and Idolatry, to 
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People from their Captivity, and to help forward tbe rebuilding 
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38 Thb Nyfkery of Magiſtracy unvailed. ED FS 
the cruel ſlaughtering of all that refuſed to bow to their curſed Idols; 
who kill d the Prophets, the Lord Chriſt himſelf, and murdered his 
Saints and ſollowers ever ſince, and will be found warring and fighting 
- againſt him till they are ſubdued, and utterly varquiſht'by him, who 
muſt break down, and daſh in pieces the Image- Government, overcome 
the Beaſt and his ten Horns: but ſurely God and Chriſt will never 
deſtroy their own Ordinances ffarding in enmity agaioſt tbem. 
Qbject. 1. But it is ſo ſaid to be of God, and ti procetd from bim, according 
to thoſe Scriptures cited in the firft Argumnuntr. 
As. It is granted to be ſaid co be given of God, but if duely 
Examined, it will be found no other chan iis providentiel Diſpoſe ; 
and ſo was he ſaid to ge to the Devil power over Fob, .J6þ 1. 12. 
The evil Spirits had Power apd Commitfion over Abab's Prophets 
1 Kings 22. 22, And the Robbers have power to the ſpoiling of 
others, into whoſe Houſes God brings eburndantly, Jeb. 12. 6. Who 
gave Jacob to the Spoilers, and to the Robbers ? Ia. 42. 24. Who is ſaid 
to give to the Devil, the Kingdoms of Men, Luke 4.6. And to the 
Beaſt power over the Saints. and over, all Kingdoms, Tongues and 
Nations, Rev. 13. f, 7. He baving put into the bearts of the Kings of the 
Earth to fulfil bis will.” and to agree to give their Kingdoms unto the Beat 
until the Words of God hall be fulfilled, Revel. 17. 17. Whigh giving muſt. 
relate to the giving of his Hand and Providence, not to the giving of 
his Word and Precepft. : J ¾ ùꝝ ͤ 
* Object. 2. But ſome were ſaid to be Anointed by Gad. as Hazael and 
WC ob Et 5 
o Anſw. As for Hazaels Anointing, whether that Cere- 
2 Kings 8. mony paſt upon him is not manifeſt, but the end of fuch 
II. Iz. wich a ſetting him apart, is declared, (not to make him 
x Kin.19.16, Gods Magiſtrate, but his Rod ) w/z. to be appointed a 
1 particular Scourge and Plague to 1rael, being deſigned 
to Dogs work, ro rip up Nomen with Child, daſp their Cbilaren, ſlay their 
young Men, fire their ftroy rs Holds, &c. 5 SHIRTS TY 
Asad las tor Crus, whois called Gods anointed, it appears 
Jai. 45. 1, he was therefore fo called, f.om. the Service he was 
* 5 deſigned for, viz, to be a Deliverer and Reſtorer 14 88 
as 


tze Temples, The Term Ansinied uſually figuifying in Scripture, 
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4 0 ing, and ſetting a me: U 
Buſineſs, Feſus Cbriſt was Gods Anointead, and: fo 20 > 
are che Saints and Belie vers called His: Anointed ! wk 
þ Ones. 
Object Rut the Saints are echorted to * and 10 * bund te . FR 
Scriptured mentioned do require. A 
Whereſoe ver Lene d bn ſubjedjenisrequim -"I 
ech it is tp che. right Ocdinance of. Magiſtracy. I i is true, the Saint I 
as well as the Nations, were far a ſeaſon to be given up into the hand 
oĩ ſuch Powers, by the fore appointment of Gag, who. wereto ſubdue, 
overcome, and rule over them; as did the Egyprians, Philiftines, ant 
Aylin of: old over kis People for their miqhity ; and that during 
this ſlavery aad bondage, there was to be a- patent ſubiection t the 
over powering force, relating both ta Bodies and Goods. thereby 
| kiſſing the Rod owning the ſtroak, nat murmuring, kicking, ar 
repining againſt Gads'Providente ; which ſubje&ion under all Goſs 
_ eruel Tyrants and Task maſters, cannot rationally be acinceived. to be 
volumary, or out of Conſcience, but confirain'd;' as being for their 
firs under the Lions Paw, and fubjected to the power of the: prevailing .Þ 
Robber, groaning under the Oppreflion, and waiting for the day ok 
Deliverance, expecting the righteous Rulers, that are to be ( accord- - 
ing to Promiſe ) a blefling to the Creation, when the Oppreflour 1 
ſhalt ceaſe, and the evil Beaſts be put out of the Land; when inſtead 
of ſubjection to, and obey ing ſuch, there ſhall be a ſhaking off the _ 
yoak, yea « * their Kings in Chains, and their Noble in leiter: of Treu, 
Pfal. 149. 6» 7,8 6 
Object. 4. But Saints enjiged place under them, kelp; aber, Nete- | 
miah, Daniel. G. 
| Anſw. Theſe were extraordinary Purdue; ud up by an extraordi- 
mn? Spirit, for extraordinary ends, in extraordinary times; which are - - 
no Preſidents to us, without the like extraordinary call, and a nßͤs 
prooft to the Aſſertion; for examples prove not otherwiſe than cheyare 
brought co ſome known Rule: For by the examples of Abrabam, Focoh, 
David, and many of the Patriarchs of old, you might live in poligamy, os; 1 
enjoy Concubines, put away Wives for ordinary matters, Cc. Aud it 
is to he obſerved, that in the inſtances given, theſe perſons in theie 
great places, 1. Kept the Law of their God. 2. Served the Work of _ 
_ their Generation. for which they were raiſed up, aRing far: g We 
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5. Engaged to no evil. 


Object. 
Anſw. As for praying for them, that was no otherwiſe than for all 


other Men; and limited alſo by the Apoſtle, in urging that Duty, as 


co che ends thereof, vis, That rhe Saints might live 4 quiet and . 


| liſe; and that they might be converted, and come tothe knowledge of the Truth, 
tat they might be ſaved, 1 Tit. 2. E, 2, 3- which no more proves them 
to be Gods Ordinance, than the praying for all other Enamiec and 


Perſecutors. 


And as for the Titles of W given to them, that no woes otdains 


5 them, than the contraty, viz. diſhonourable and ignoble Titles (whereof 
there are divers inſtances to be given, terming them Deg, Foxes, Lyons, 


Serpents, Devils, 8c. ) degrades them. 
Object. 6. But the Saints addreſs to them for Faftice. 


nſw. As for addrefling to them for Juſtice, or any. command fo to 


do, we find not. but the contrary 3 the Saints being expreſly required 
not to carry their Controverſies unto them to decide; and the reaſon 


given, becauſetbey wer wicked and unjuſt, 1 Cor. 6. 1, 2, 3. 
And as for Pauls appeal to Ceſar, theſe particulars are to be obſerved 


in it; As, 1. He was brought before the ſeat of Judicature, he did not 
_ voluntarily come to them, Ads 23. 23. 2. He being threatned to be 
Murdered by his Countrey-men, who lay in wait by the way for him, 
A 23. 14. Chap. 25. 3. he claims the benefit of the Heathens own 


Law for his preſervation, not for his Adverſaries accuſation, Ac. 28. 19. 


; Chap. 25.11. As though one ſhould appeal to a Thief, to ſave ones 
{elf from the Murder. 2. His appeal to Cæſar might be to get an oppor- 


tunity to teſtifie of .Chriſt, and to preach the Goſpel at Rome, as the 
Lord had before declared to him he ſhould, as Chap. 17 11. and as he 


. accordingly did. 


Object. 7. But c brit þ aid. and n Tribute to be paid. and 


accordingly the Saints did pay Tribute to each Powers then in beeing» according 
to the Seripture Inſtances given, 


 An(w. It is true, Chriſt paid Tribute, but yet with ſuch Eautions . 


1 | and Conſiderations, as leaves the Title unſtated, and as much undeters 
mined, as if never any Tack thing had been mentioned or done: He 


28 it, but wherefore ? not for Conſcience, but for Wraths lake, That 


1 Dp Hey of eh este. 3 
2; Defilednot themſelves with the Heatheniſh Cuſtoms. . 4: Aded ogalſt | 


But the Saints. prajed fir cher, benoured rhews, acer ding to the 


| Scriptare 5 in Aces. 
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he bebe mot t offend them, he Me 17. 27. declaring withall that he as a FA > 
Man was impoſed upon contrary to Right. 5 

And as for his command to pay it, as urged ſrom Mat. 22. 21. it will a 
be found to be no ſuch thing; leaving them in a great loſs in that 
matter, that came to ask ſuch a catching Queſtion of him, as Luke 20. 26. 
where it is ſaid, They could not take bold of his FWardt ; ; and morvehing at his 
anſwer, beld their peace. 

And for any of thoſe Inſtances of che Saints going up to be Tuned, 
and paying of Tribute, they cannot otherwiſe be judged than as forced | 
Acts, and as Badges of their Roman yoke and bondage, as hath already 

been made appear. 

Secondly, As to che Arguments uſually* brought from Rom, 13. to 
"uns the Powers in poſſeſſion, to be Gods Ordinance. 

Object. But it is ſaid, Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject to the bigher 
Powers; and gives the Reaſon, For there is no Power but ef God, and the 
Powers that are, are ordained of God: Where the Tyrannical Reman Ceſars, 
the Powers in poſſeſſion, are owned to be the Ordinance of God, and 
that becauſe of their ſaid poſſeſſion, to whom therefore all are required 
to ſubje& for Conſcience ſake, R 
To this J have little more to ſay than int is learnedly and fully _ - 
anſwered by Mr. Gee in his Treatiſe entituled, The Divine Ripht an! 
Original of the Civil Magiſtrate from God ; to which 1 would refer the 
Reader for his better ſatisfaction. But becauſe the Book js large, and it 
may be not eaſily obtained, I have preſumed hereafter (though unuſual) 
to inſert the ſubſtance of his ſaid Arguments upon this Queſtion, az 1 
had collected the ſame out of the ſaid Book, for my own ſatisfaction. 
which you may pleaſe to take as followeth, and as near as may be in 

his own Words. 

In anſwering this great Queſtion, this Method ſhall be obſerved. 

Firſt, To give the ſence and true Meaning of the terms in the Text, 

Vie 
1. What is meant by Peer? 2. What by being of God? 2 3. What by 6 

their being ordained of God ? 

8 Secondly, = give feveral Arguments from Scripture to clear the 

ame. . 

1. By Power we are to underſtand Authority, the. Word being iZeria, : 

Poteſtas,, which ſignifies ſuch a power as conſiſts in Right, Intereſt aud 


Propriety, oppoſed to unrighteous and unlawful; not ' #Vreps, "which 
3 which 
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which ſignifies meer Mightineſs or Ability, oppoſed to weakneſs and 
impotency; the latter being a natural power, conſiſting in Vigor 
end Strength; the former a moral power, conſiſting in Right and 
Title; and therefore relates to Dominion, wherein Right, Title, and 
Intereſt ly es; and fo is the Word taken for the moſt part, generally 


throughout the Scriptures. . | PS. 
Natural Power is found not only in Man, but Beaſts 3 Moral is proper 
to reaſonable Creatures only ; theſe are both in the Ruler, yet ſo as 
the natural power is more in the Servants. and Subjects, though the 
moral power is in the Magiſtrate, which Natural is lometimes put forth 
againſt the Moral; as in all Uproars and Uſurpations: It natural power 
could oblige to Obegjence, the Monarch was bound to reſign his Crown 
to the multi:ude, every Commotion and Rout were to be ſubmitted 
to, and not repreſt; the effect of the Natural power is but to ſubject the 
Conquered to an actual ſubduedneſs, to crouch down as a Man doth 
to a Lyon under his paw, or a Traveller to a High-way Robber. The 
effect of the Moral is to ſubjet the Reaſon and Conſcience, being 
= — in the light of Nature, and Law of God: The ſtrength of the 
Moral lyes in its Word, more than the Sword; in its Reaſon, more than 
Might ; which gives Law ; the Scepter going before the Sword, and is 
that which Legitimates it. 5 
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2. What by God, or being of God? ER 
This Phraſe is of divers acceptations, viz 1. There is a being ofhis 
Hand, Work, or Providence. 2. Of his Mouth, Word, Declaration. 
1. Of this providential Being; it is that by which all things come 
to paſs in the World: And thus the ſinful acts of the Creature are ſaid 
6. to be of him: as Sampſons unlawful defire of a Wife, Judge, 14. 2. 
Reboboam unjuft refuſal, 2 Chron, 16.13. Amaziabs inſolent rejection of 
Foaſh, ' 2 Chron. 25. 20. So God was ſaid to harderi Pharaohs heart; 
fo he is ſaid to put a hing ſpirit into the mouth of Ababs Prophets, to 
& lead Men into Temptation, to give up to ſtrong Deluſion, to put into 
the Heart co do Evil; not as it he poſitively acted theſe things, or 
= efficacioufly infuſed them into Men, for he will do no Iniquity, he 
- -—tempts no Man; but in as much as he leaveth Men to Satan, and 
themſelves, fo is it faid to be of him: But ſuch a being of God cannot 

be meant here. | IT 2 7 8 | 

2... Things are faid to be of his Mouth» Word, or Declaration, 
when he giveth forth his Law-or Precept, and ſo no Unrighteouſneſs is 
HE: : , of 


— „ 


— 


75. Myſtery e enn, 
of him, and he that doth not Righteouſnefs is not of him. In this ene 


Precept. 


muſt this being of God be here underſtood, wis, of his Mouth and 


3. What is meant by being ordeined of God ? P 
| There is a twofold Ordination ( as before a being ) of God; one by 
his Providence, whereby all things that come to paſs in the World, 


are effected; and another by his Appointment, or orderly Diſpoſe/, 
much agreeable to the former : The firſt is, the Order of his Coun ce! 


and proceeding in Providence ;. the other is, the Order of his Word or 
Law given to Men; the former to all Creatures, the latter to reaſonable 
Creatures ; the former orders all Actions and Things, the latter always 
appoints that which is good, and only that: By the latter rael ſhould 
have continued under Samuels Government, when they rejected God and 
bim in chooſing a King: Ab/alow ſhould have been ſubjed to his 
Father, when he rebelled againſt him: Athaliab ſhould have yielded 
Obedience to the Poſterity of Abaziab, when ſhe uſurped, and took 
the Kingdom away from them to her ſelf: The Kings, Rulers, and 


People ſhould have paid Obedience to Jeſus Chriſt, when they con- 
ſpired againſt, and murdered bim: The Angeli ſhould have kept the in, 


firft Station, when they left their Habitation. Unto this Order of God 


is oppoſed all that confuſion which ſin brings into the World, and 


0 


which is diſclaimed by him, he being not the Author of confuſion, but of 3 


peace, 1 Cor. 14. 33. And ſo by the former, viz, the Ordinance 
Gods Providence and Counceb the contrary to the Order of his Law 
cometh to paſs ; the 1/raelites reject Samuel; and ſo all the reſt of the 


Inſtances: Whereby it will appear, that Ordained in the Text, muſt _ J 


relate to his Precept, not to his Providence only; for if taken to relate 
to the former, there is nothing peculiarly here lp 


well be ſaid to be ordered of God, as the Magiſtrate, the one being no 
of his Providence. 
1. So that by Power is not meant a meer force. 
2. By being of God, not a meer act of poſſeſſion. 


more in this ſenſe his Ordinance, than the other, both being the product I 


3. By Ordinance of God, is not meant a meer being ol the Order of his, 


Providence. 


I | 7 


oken of. than what, 
is univerſally extenſible to every other Creature. The Rebell may as. 
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| Several Slane and Reaſons, why m_ Poſſeſſion, 
proves not Gods Ordination. | = 


T, Bitte; poſſeſſion i in every cafe, orany thing poſſeſſible, gives not 
Title; and that poſſeſſion gives not Title, is clear, 

Firſt, Becauſe the power of right Magiſtracy may be in one, and 
actual Rule by —— in F as in the Ciſesok 
oaſu and Athaliab ; Solomon and Adoni jab; David, Abſalom, 
2 Sam. 20. 21. Lhe 6 nog As. 
Secondly, Becauſe God hath expreſly diſowned the being of them, 
that have been in preſent poſſeſſion of Command; as Hoſea 8. g. 
_ have ſet up Kings, and not by me; Princes, and 1 knew them not, Hab. 

2. 5, 6. Pronounce a ws to the King of Babylon ( who had'gathered to 
© Himſelf all Nations, and heaped unto him all People ) becauſe he encreaſed 
that which was not his: And in Amos 6. 13. a Threat is denounced 
_ againſt them that had taken to themſelves Horns by their um Rrevgth, 
Exek, 21. 25, 26, 27. The Poſſeſſor there is difowned; and Gromned 
= be removed, as having no Right, that be migbt come wheſe right it 


* Thirdly, Becauſe God hath expreſly authorized and owned the act 
ob riſing up in Arms, to expulſe them that have been in actual Rule, 
in them that have been ſubject to them; as Fudge: 2. 16, 18, The 
Eord raiſed up Judges to deliver them from their preſent Oppreſſors 
that Ruled over them; as Judges 3. 15. Gad is (aid ro raiſe up Ehud: 
And Chap. 4. 9. itis ſaid the Eord ſold Siſcra ( the preſent poffeffor ) 
into the hand of a Woman, 2 Kin 1 3. 4, &c. Feboram againſt Meſha 
1 of Moab, 1 Chron, 12. 22. hoſe that ſided with David againſt 
E. 

Fourthly, Becauſe ofthe many Examples of bit taking up Arms, . 
and. imployed for the recovery of Perſons, Goods, and Countries, out 
of the hands of- meal that have had the —_ Poſſeflion of them z 
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| The Myſtery of Magiflraty nwwailed: . 4 
againſt Abfalem,, the preſent poſſeſſor, 1 Sam 13. 3, 4. Jonatban that 
went up to iuvade the Philiſtines in their poſſeſſions, &c. | > | 
2. Becauſe Providence, without a Rule of Gods Word, ſigni fies no 
allowance cr diſallowance from the Lord. 1 2 
Firſt, Beczuſe that which is herein attributed to providence, is by 
Scripture denyed Ercleſ 9. 1,2. Alithings come alike to all; none knowing, 
love or hatred by all that is before bim. | 


Secondly, Becauſe the putting any thing to be a Rule, beyond or 
| further than Scriprure, ſo as to make a Law of God, whichis not there 
delivered, denies the ſufficiency and perfection thereof, which is perfect, 
and ought not to be added to, or diminiſhed from, Deut. 4. 2. 2 Tim, 
If. | x | | 
12 1 tirdly, Becauſe God hath re proved his people for following provi- 
dence without recourſe to himſelf, Ia. 30. 1, 2. Cbap. 3 1. 1. their con- 
federacies. with Egypt, and leaning upon Horſes and Armies, becauſe 
| ſtron . | — 55 | 
— Becauſe providence in its ſelf is ſo indiſtinct and various; 
as Eccleſ. 8. 14. Ir happ-neth to the juſt, according to the work of the wicked; 
and to the wicked, according to the work of the juſt. So that no Argument 
can be made from it. 4 M0 3 
3. Becauſe that the Ordination ſpoke of in the Text, . is preceptive, not 
meerly Provideniial. = N 1 
Fiiſt, Becauſe the Nature of the power here ſpoken of, argues this to 
bethe ſenſe of the Word, Ordained, here; the power being not Natural, 
but Moral; and it fo, then it muſt be Ordained by his Precept 
Secondly, From the Nature of the Subjection preſt to here; and for _ 
the inforcing hereof, this is the firſt and principal Reaſon, viz, Becauſe. 
the. Powers are of Gd; therefore the ſubjectlon is not tobe a meer paſſive 
ſubjection, as under a burden and croſs, but a free, willing, voluntary, 
and actual ſubjection, for Conſcience ſake, which only moral Duties 
ordered by Gods Word can require. 5 


— 


Thirdly, From the prohibition and penalty annext to the reſiſtance, 
uix. Shall receive to themſelves damnation. An Ordinance of providence 
may be reſiſted, that is, endeavoured to be prevented and altered, and. 
nodamnationincurred ; yea, ſuch a reſiſtance, many times is the fulfilling. 
ofa Mans Duty; therefore muſt it be an Ordination of Precept. * - 
Fourthly. That cannot be the ſenſe of the term, Ordaived of God, 
which may be ſaid of him that reſiſteth the power then, when he 
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46 The MyPery of Mogiftracy bl. 
reſifteth, and in reſpect of bis ſo — and that cannot be the ſenſe 
of that Attribute, the Ordinance of God, which may be ſpoken of the 
Reſiſters act, in his refiſtince of the power. But to be in the place of 
power by providence, may be ſaid of the Refiſter of the power, then 
when he fo refiſteth ; there fore that cannot be the fenſe of that term, 
Ordained of God: Was not Abſalom and Atbaliab, inthe place of power 
by eventual providence ? and was not the one and the other a Reſiſter 
of the true power, and that by treachery and violence ? de 
- Fifthly, Becauſe this cannot agree to every power intended by the 
Text, becauſe the providence of God doth often ſo order it, chat the 
Magiſtrateis not only diſturbed, but outed; as in the former Inſtances, 


who can deny. but that David and Joaſh were the Powers meant in the 


"© * 
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Text, which may befall any other lawful Ruler; wherefore it it 


cannot relate univerſally to every power, that it is ordered of God 
in an actual Rule, we muſt take the Text to mean fome other Ordi- 


nance. | 
Sixthly, From the end for which it is ordained, wiz. To be @ lerrour, 


not to good, but to evil works, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon theevil- doer; 
which proves it not meerly providential, for that always accompliſheth 
its end; providential Ordination doth ſometimes order the quite con- 
trary, vis. To be a puniſhzr of the well-doer, and a fcourge and 


Plague to them, and an encourager to the wicked: Therefore muſt it 


relate to its preceptive Ordination. | 

Seventhly, From the ſenſe of the Words, as they may be rendred 
word for word out of the Greek Copy, viz. For the power 5s not, if not 
of Ged ; and the Powers that be of God, are ordained, viz, according to his 
Ordinance, not their (elf Crgation. ** 5 9 
Eightly, From the Magiſtrates Duty, The Ruler being, not a terrour to 

good werks, but the evil: Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt bave praiſe 
of the ſame. But he that without Title is got into Rule, cannot be 


capable of this; for being a ſelf-created power, uſurpation is an evil 


Ninthly, From the con 

Ruler was appointed 4 Mirifer for good, the Tyrant and Ulni 

Evil; the removing Ulurpation, therefore ſaid to be a Mercy, 

_ Iſs. 10, 27. Iſa 14. 15, 16, c. the contrary, the removing 

Magiſfracy, a Judgment, I/. 3, 1, 2, 3, Cc. Deuter. 28. 43, 48. 
Levit. 26. Pſal, 106. 4, 5. One thing to be Gods * 
RN „r \ Dau, 


to be puniſht hereby. _ | | E 
| trary ends for which 1 The 
Uſurper for 
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Sau, e. another thing to be his Miifter: To be D 
of his Providence, and Inftruments of his Ordinance, very much 
differ. Thoſe that were under the Cha/dean Monarchy are reſemble 
to Fiſhes and creeping things that have no Ruler over them, Hab. 1. 


$2 


14. 4 o 48 X39 . | ; | 
Tenthly, Becauſe the Saints are forbid to addrefs to ſuch Rulers for 
Judgment in their Controverſies, becauſe they are wicked and unjuſt, 
1 Cor, 6. 4 2,3. | | | | | 


Object. But thry do mnch good, however unlawful in their s- 
ny yet they anſwer much the end of Magiſtracy, in puniſhing many evil 
bers. | | 5 
Auſw. That cannot be good which hath a bad principle: A- _ v9 
Government, for Conſtitution good, may, for the acts it puts forth, _ RF} 
be bad; but a Government for Conſtitution bad, cannot for the acts 
it puts forth be good: For to the making of an action good, there 
muſt go, Firſt; Warrantableneſs of the matter done; Secondly, A 
Warrantable calling of the Party to it - This may be an Alſegationto 9 
induce the Subject to bear, and improve to the beſt what he cannot S 
Remedy, but it breeds no Obligation on him to take ſuch a Ruler to | 
be a Power ordained of God, and ſo conſcienciouſly ſubmit to him as his 
lawful Ruler. | 1 e 1 
: | | | — 


4. In the next place, that this may appear no novel Doctrine, 
take here following the Judgments of ſeveral, both ancient and 
Modern Authors in the Cate 3; who do firſt deny that ſuch a ſenſe | 
can be put upon the Text, as ſome do urge from it; and Secondly, -Þ 


Affirm that it may be Lawful and Warrantable, to refiſt a preſene 

Poſleſſour, and Power that is in being, if Unlawful, Ulurpt, and i 

Tyrannous. - i 3 e 3 

1 Some Authors, that deny ſuch a ſenſe can be put upon the | 
EXT, EE : 


TIA 3 


| Cbryſoſtome upon Rom, 13. He ſpea ks not of the prince, but of the 
thing it ſelf; wherefore he ſaith not the Prince is not but of God 
3 of the thing it ſelf, ſaying, the Power is not but of 
ITbeepbilatt. He ſpeaks of the Princes Office, not of the Prince: 
A when a Man ſhould ſay, a Wife is joy ned to her Husband of —_—_ = 
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he doth not ſay, that what Man ſoever lyeth, with a Woman; hath her 


W-- or his Wife of God; but God hath joy ned her to him that is Marry- 


" * Meuſculus, It is to be noted, He doth not. ſay there is not a 
Prince or King who is not of God, but the power is not but of God; 
for he ſpeaks not of the abuſe of the power, and the Tyranny which 
many Princes exerciſe, nor:yet of thoſe who by force break into 
power; but of the power it felf Divinely -Ordained.: Although 
every power be of God, yet every Piinee is not preſently of 
God. It is written of ſome, that they had been fer up, but not hy 
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Pan. The Duty of Subjects towards the Magiſtrate, is Obegi- 
ence. ; that if he be a lawful Magiſtrate, they ought all to obey him, 


' "Rom. 13 1. | 


The Harmony of the Gonfeſſion of the Reformed: Churches. 
Although many horrible Confuſions grow from the Diſorder and 
. Madneſs of men, yet there is a lawfal. Government ordained by God, Ron. 
dr. Mayor. He moveth the Queſtion, whether the ſubjection in 
the Text, be due to every power once up, either by right ot by 
wrong? his anſwer is, The. Conſcience is not bound to Uſurpers, but 
they may be removed again, as Fehoiada removed Atbaliab, and ſet up 
the rightful King. 1 
Dr. Hammond interpretetk it of Obedience to the Supream Powers 


5 rightly eſtabliſhed and conſtituted; and that ſubjection is to be to the 


Su pream Governour, legally placed in that Kingdom. 
Mr. Bridges in anſwer to Dr. Ferne. The Powers that be, viz. fa 
or ſo Eſtabliſhed by conſent of Man, are Ordained of God to be 
obeyed; or it is Gods Ordinance that Men ſhould be under Go- 
vernment, and ſubmit without Reſiſtence, to that kind of Govern- 
ment they have by conſent Eſtabliſhed. That other kind of Tyranny 
ot Uſurpation hath no Right, no Ordination at all, and fo no Subjecti- 
on due to it. There is in every Ordained Power, as well as Gods 
| * and Injunctiotſ of Obedience toit, as Mans Conſtitution 
ol it. . | 11 | | 
Mr. Prynne. The whole Scope of the Text in ſumme, is only 
this, That Chriſtians ought in Conſcience to be ſubject to all 2 
5 4 5 higber 


7 
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T)z)5ᷣ . Myſtery of Mir wtronled, - T2 
higher Powers, cc. and not reſiſt them in the executiofi of their aſt 
Authority.  _ : LH = *+: , cf 241:03, "0 

Mr. Burroughs, Let every one be ſubject to the higher powers: Marx 7, 
it is not to Man firſt, but to the Power; it is not to the Will of Man. 
that hath power, but to the Power of that Man: Now the Power, ties 
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Authority, is that which a Man hath in a Legal way. : 333 Vous 
. Secondly, Some other Authors there are aſſerting, That reſiſtances a 
againſt an unlawful occupant, is juſt and lawful, with Examples both” - 
Scriptural and others for the fame. _ JJ 
King James in his Remonſtrance for the Right of Kings, Ce. 75. 

publick Laws make it lawful and free, for any perſon to enterprize agdinſt any 
Uſurper of - the Kingdom, Every Man, as Tertullian ſaith, is 4 Souldier 
enrolled to bear Arms againſt Tyrants and publick Enemies, 
Cbamier. All Eitizens, or free Subjects, have a Right or Warrant to 
riſe up againſt Tyrants, who by open force poſſeſs the Kingdom 
Dr. Willet. When the Kingdom is Uſurped without any Right, as by #4 
Atbaliab, or when the Land is oppreſt by forreign Invaders; in theſs 7 
Caſes, there is leſs Queſtion to be made of Reſiſtance. „ ee 
Mr. Hooker. In Kingdoms hereditary, Birth gives Right unto Soverag t 
Dominion, & cc. Therefore in Caſe it doth happen, that witheut Rigüunr 
of Blood a Man be poſſeſt, all theſe new Elections and Inveſtingsats 1 
utterly void, and the poſſeſſor may be entred as a Uſurper. . © * - 
Arniſaris. He who is a Tyrant in Title, the matter is plan 
and determined by all without any difficulty, that he may be laws 3 
fully repulſed ;'or if by force he be-gotten into the Throne, he may © Þ 
be warrantably thence removed; becauſe he hath not any whit k 
Power, which is legitimate, and unto which reſiſtance is forbidden, ſon 
the fear of God or Conſcience fake, and therefore no Kader to be loo kx 
at than as an Enemy. | ß... HE 
| Treatiſe of Monarchy, Be they captived or poſſeſt at. pleaſure, they 4 
have no Duty of Obedience incumbent upon them, neither do the 7 
Sin in not obeying ; nor do they reſiſt Gods Ordinarice, if at any time « - 4 
of Advantage they uſe force to free themſelves from ſuch a violets © 
poſſeſſion. 55 3 5 ad 3 EI 8 
Mr. Bridge, Meer Conqueſt is nothir g elſe but an unjuſt Uſurpation; 
and if the Conquerour Rules the whole Kingdom, and keeps then 
under, by Conqueſt only, why may not the Subjects riſe and take Arms 
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ſollaus this Aſſertion, viz. 7hat Poſſeſſion proves Ordinatien. h \ | 
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ee P. Martyr Grotins,” that ſtate. and tefnlins 'the 
Queſtion, What is a juſt cauſe or ground f War ? laid down the Quarret: 
| derrebus repetendis, or for the recovery of what is injuriouſly invaded or 
> Occupied, as one good juſtifiable and neceſſary occaſion of the taking 
ug Arms by Prince or People. But if Title follow poſſeſſion, and all 
they the true Proprietors and Lorde, or the Powers Or dained of God, that 
have the occupation or actual command: of perſons and places, it- 
Could not be, for there could be no War juft for recovery, to diſ- 


poſſeſs Men of what they hold, or to out them of what they are ſeized: 
> 


les of Perſonh that have oppoſed, and diſowned meer poſſeſſory Powers. 
Firſt, Thoſe that fell from Saul to David, 1 Chron. 12+ 38, 
| Secondly, Thoſe.that ated for David, againſt the Poſſeſſor Abſclons.. 
and Shebs, 2 Sam. T5. & 16, Chapters. 2 Sam. 20. 1,2; 14. : 
Thirdly, Upon Feroboam's Uſurpation, 2 Chron, 11.13, 16, 17. 
Fourthly, In the controverſie betwixt Aſa King of Judab, and Baaſha 
- King of Mrael, the Iſraelites fell off from their King to A/, becauſe rhe 
Tord wa, with him, 2 Chron. 15.8, 9, G. 1 Kings 15. 17 Ge. Feremiab 
exhorted to relinquiſh the preſent Poſſeſſor Zedekieb, and to yield to 
Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. 27. 16. Chap. 21. 8, 9. Queen Elizabeth and 
Elm helping the Hollander againſt the King of Spain. 
3 Fade of ſuch- who bavs repulſed the preſent Domination of rhe who. 
 bawe ld preſent command over them. 
 Ax:Othnicl, Ebud, Deborah, Gideon, Sampſon, wn „ 
Hezekiab apainſt the: King of Aſthriny z-Kings 18.7, Thioſe that have 
caſt off che 7wrkiſs yoak, as the Princes of Hungary, a Greece, as 
Scontdarbagg, Hungades, &c. [ 
- Examples of ſuch who have invaded the poſſeſſor. LEES v6 
Fe eAbrabams arraying, purſuing, and Gebring in the reſcue prob ©; 


Mels King of Moab rebelling againſt; Feboram King of Iſraei, was f 
reduced by Fehorans and Jebeſpapbat, Eiifes being 1 in the Expedition, 
2 H 14, . 
Thiafliftance given the Palſgrave to recover the Palatinate by the 
Proteſtant Princes of England, Swethland, Germany, &c. 
- Filthlygand laſtly, Take notice of ſome abſurdities, tharneceſſarily : 


Eirft?. It gives equal warrant for all to ſtickel for the Government. 
«Secondly, It makes void all 1 III and Qualift- 


„ fen of Magsftr 4% ed. 8 2 
Thirdly, It fruſtrates any other coming thereto,” b Birth, Thheq "IJ 


ritance, Purchaſe, free choice, making them unlawful, condemning” 
all Oaths of Allegiance, to Heirs and-Succeſfors, fo much pleaded and 


practiſed of late. 2 | 5 1 
Fourthly, It ſaith there is no unjuſt Poſſeſſor, no unlawfal, or diſs 
orderly Occupant, that Uſurpation is no fin, and that none can take I 
too much upon him, or more than his own, ' 5 
Fiſthly, It croſſes their Principle, that aſſerts all power to be in the 
people: though indeed all Power is of God, and to be derived there- 
fore orderly from him.- mm 49 Fg 8 
Sixthly, It thwarts the very Principle of Reaſon, and Law of Nature, 
which requires ts do to others, as we wonld he done unto ; but it is unnaturak © 4 
to invade others Rights by violence, and by difhoneft means to incroach Þþ 
upon others Proprieties. = MS = 
Seventhly, From the impoſſibility of determining what kind of poſs ?- 
ſeſſion ſhall make the Power Gods Ordinance: It muſt either be partial! 
or plenary ; not partial, for then others maybe equally fo ; not plehary, _ * 
for then every interruption makes a diſobligend. e 
Eightly, It is utterly inconſiſtent and contradictious with its ſelf, 
condemning all reſiſtance againſt the preſent Occupant, yet juſtifying. 
every reſiſtance, that is but ſacceſsful, however murderous or umu, * 
Ninthly,. This would utterly make void all the Prophecies ghat fore? 
told the coming of Anti-Cbriſt; and yet, if once come, it Meld for - 4 
ever keep him upon the Stage, in oppoſition to Jeſus Chriff, and tothe 1 
vacating all the Promiſes: and Propheſies of his diſpoſſeſſion and de- 
1 upon a penalty of Refijeing Gods Ordinance, and damnatiom tao 
Oppole him. | x ; | 3 „ 60 
'Tembly, This reproves all Reſiſtance and-Oppoſition that has been 
made zgainſt any Poſſeſſor, by any of the Saints, requiring-only'im © 
them a Neutrality in every conteſt that happens, and a ſubjeRting/to 4 
thoſe only that are uppermoſt, and got into Poſſeſſion, which cannot 
be known until the Controverſie be decided, neither ought there to be 
a cleaving to either ſide, the event being ſo uncertain. | wa 
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